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CHAP. I 
Of the CHURCH. 


Aint PET E R.1 Pet.3.15. 
| Bids wto ſanttifie the Lord + 
God in onr hearts, and tobe 

ready always to give an ants 

ſwer to every one that acheth us a 
reaſon of the bope that is in a, with 
meekneſs and fear. And therefore ir 
can never be improper, or unſcaſon- 
able for the moſt private Man'to 
give an account of Himſelf, ofhis 
Belief, and PraCtice, eſpecially in a 
time when Religion is ſo-much'con- 
troverted ; that he may becorrected 
by others, -If he be in any miſtake, 
( which I call God to witneſs, in my 
Caſe, is got wilful ) or,if he bein + 
| A -4-+ the 


'2 Of the Church. 
the right, that he may at leaſt by 
this example, do ſome good in the 
-World, -and provoke others to #f 
Imication, re fbek , 

I do therefore freely, own, that 
I :m ity a Chriftion at large, 
who Believes Chriſt to be come,and 
the Goſpel to.beghe Word of God, 
and Rule of Men, and content my 
ſelf with a fileat Belief of This: 
But 1:look on my Jelf as a Meiy- 
ber .of his*Chucchyhis Body,,hE- 
ing. admitted into it by ” 
and--enjoying fingular priviledges 
and. advantapes: by it, as havivg a 
vight_ to all. the 'henefirs which he 
purchaſed :to' his' Charchi\ nnd: 8 
ſhare in' all the Prayers: that are 
made for it. This Church or'gene+ 
rality of Chriſtians 'hath ſeveral 
parts,ſome of which are more pure, 
ſome: more. corrupt .; / yet all het 
hald the efſentrals of Religion,"I 
eſteem to be of ir. And tho'”'ir be 
ſpread over. the whole World; yet 
L look on it but as One, Chriſt =_ 
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ſelf ſpeaking of his Church but as 
one, and accordingly 1 profeſs ic in 
my Creed, And | think-it ought to 
be but one, for the ſeveral parts of 
it ought not y to believe the 
ſame Articles of Faith,: but as far 
as is poſlible tro maintain the ſame' 
Goverament, and keep up the ſame: 
outward Order and Adminiſtration  / 
of affairs : "That fo whoſoever ſees 
them, may know. them to be the 
ſame kind of: men, tho? ſcatter*d 
into ſeveral Countries. And they» 
onght to keep up Union not only 
with one another, - but eſpecially 
with the- Firſt and Poreſt Ages of 
Chriſtianity. For the Unity of the 
Church ſeems -to require that. we. 
ſhoutd endeavour .as muck to keep 
vp Unicy with the Firſt Chriſtians, 
tho? we live ſo long after them in 
time, as if we had lived at the ſame 
time with-them, but far diſtang 
from them. as to place. | And all the : 
Members of the Cathokck or Uni 
verfal Church oughtito be more. oneg » 
| | A'5.. to.4 


4 Of the Church. 
to haye a better agreement amerng 
themſelves, a cloſer correſpondence 
and connexion. and a greater con- 
cern one for another, than the Ma- 
hometans have one for another, who 
profeſs the ſame Religion z. or than 
the Philoſophers of the ſame Sect 
have, who hold the ſame Opinions. 

And for my part 1 do what I can 
to keep up the Unity of-it, by pro- 
feſſing Chriſt openly with thic 
Church, which is fo pure a part or 
member of it. 

And indeed,next to the ſending of 
our Saviour into the world,l reckon 


my ſelf bound for ever to thank: 


God,that by his All-wiſe,and over - 
ruling Providence, he was pleaſed 
to order me to be Born in England, 
. and to be Baptized there, and 2ad- 
mitted into that. part of his Church, 
which is there by Law. eſtabliſhed, 


and which 1 do verily believe to be. 
in all particulars, the Trveſt, and 


moſt Sincere part of the Catholick 


Church on earth. 
Now 


| s;; he'C þ. utes g 


Now by the Church of England, 
I underſtand that” Body of Men, 
who, as to'Church-affairs, are Unj- 
ted together, under the ſame prin- 
cipal Church Officers, the Biſhops, 
Prieſts,znd Deacons ; and Commu-« 
nicate with. them, and with one 
another, in all Religious -Offces, . 
according to the Liturgy, and Ors 
ders 'of our Church, profeſs the 
Chriſtian Faith. according. to- the 
Ancient Creeds, and the Thirty. 
Nine Articles, and are governed 
according. tothe Canons and Laws - 
of this Church. 

And this Church, thus Framed, . 
and Governed, (as far as I can - 
jadge) I find tobe very conſonant : 
to the Scriptures, and in all mate« 
rial Points to be exactly correſpon- 
dent to the Primitive Church; in 
its greateſt Purity, viz. under and 
preſently after the Apoſtles. 

For it hath not only. a ſubordi- 
nation of Officers, which is neceſſa- 
ry in all Regular. Governments - 
\ what».- 
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whatſoever ; But it hath the ſame 
Officers, Biſhops, and Prieſts, both 
in Naine ,. and- Authority, / which 
ſeem ſpoken of in Scripture; which 
this Church always. had ,. and all 
Churches that I. can read-of; ever 
bad till of late, and the Church-. 
Government that. beſt 2grees.with 
a Monarchy 1n-the State. 

- And whatever other men-:do, b- 
oftcem i it not a light matter, what 
Church-Goyernmeant is among us, 
1-it were only for this, that this 
Church-Government hath been ſo 
univerſally received by all that owt 
themſelves Chriſtians, from all An- 
Liquity; I may juſtly think. there 
was ſome. neceſſicy of ſuch an In- 
iticotion at firſt, and fear varying 
from. ſuch an Order, as not being 
able to diſcern perhaps all-che il 
Conſequences of altering ir. 

Bur 1 find alſo that all other Na- 


- © tions, and: particularly our own, 


were Converted under this Mini- 
Exotion. That this-.is the way by 
whic 
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which ſo many good men have gone 
to Heaven ; the Principal of the 
Martyrs of the ancient Church, as 
well as of our own, / having o been i Its 
Biſhops. And by the going but in- 
the way that ſo.many good nien 
have gone,. | may hope ſooner to 
meet Chriſt; than ina p—_—_ of 
My own Invention. s 


And I find alſo this Church not: 
only to be govern'd by the ſame 
Governours, by which the ancient 
Church was governed, but alſo to 
have the ſame general Laws, and 
roexecute the ſame kind of Orders 
(onely where the Times will noe 
give leave, or where there is a juſt 
Power in our Church tochange, or 
good Reaſon to. vary) and to be-the 
tame way conſiſtent with Monar-- 
chy, and ſubſervient to it, and to 
the Peace of the State by it. Be-\ 
kdes, that ic.is the beſt way,accord-. ' 
ing toHumanePrudence,to keep out 
Ucrefie, or Schiſm, and preſerve 

Union 
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Union between the Members of the 
ſame Profeſſion. 

And laſtly, I admire this Go- 
vernment; and Inſtitution, becauſe 
under it I am in no doubt of the 
Validity of the Ordinations of our 
Miniſters, or of the Validity of the 
Sacraments by them admiaiſtred. 
For we have our Orders by a conti- 
naed. Succeſſion from the Ancients, 
and fo.from the Apoſtles, which is + 
the only ordinary way, that I know 
of, for + man to be Commiſſiona- 
ted to aCt in Chriſt's Name. 


And therefore, for one of our 
Nation, and Born within the Pale 
of our Church, to ſeparate himſelf 
from us, either from diſlike of Epi- 
ſropacy, or on pretence of greater 
Purity, I muſt needs think to be a 
very dangerous practice. ForIno- 
more doubt there 1s ſuch-a fin. as- 
Sebiſm, than I doubt. there is ſuch 
a ſin as Murder. 


Further 
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Further, I cannot but admire at 
the want of Underſtanding (to Gay 
no worſe) of thoſe men who have 
endeavoured of late Years-to run. 
down Epiſcopacy in general, as Po= 
piſh, ſeeing it is very evident, that. 
Epiſcopacy was from: the very be- 
gianing ofChriſtianity,and many A». 
ges before Popery,as by it are meant 
the Ercours of the Church of. Rome. . 
And if it muſt be called Popiſh, be- 
cauſe the Papiſts have ſuch as they. 
call Biſhops ; for the ſame Reaſon-.. 
a Man may call the Creed Popiſh, 
becauſe the Papiſts uſe, and profeſs. 
it; And a man may call all the 
Greek and other numerous-Eaſtern . 
Chriſtian Churches Popiſh, though 
in ſo many Points of Dottrine they 
are ſo contrary to the Church of- 
Rome ;, But they agree with us in- 
every conſiderable Point of Do- 
Ariane, as well as in Epiſcopal Go- 
vernment z. And this-by a continu- 
ed Succeſſion from the firſt Ages, 
which is-alſo another. very ſtroog: 
7 Argu- 


to Of the Church; 
Argument -on our- ſide. 
Indeed. it is ſo'fir from being' 

” true, that Epiſcopacy is a Branch, 
or a note of -Popery, that I look on 
Epiſcop3l Government, as the beſt 
way to keep out Popery, or any o= 
ther Error. - For Epiſcopacy, as E*» 
ftabliſhed in its Juſt Rights , and+ 
Power, utterly-deſtroys the Papal 
Pretences; For this will bring che 
Biſhop of Rome to his former (tate, 
when he was look*d on as no way- 
differing from other Biſhops, bur: 

. only as he-was Biſhop of a bigger 
City,and had a larger Dioceſs. And 
the Pope's' Creatures were ſo aware 
of this,that in the Council-of Trent, 
when the Spaniſh' Biſhops would 
have Enacted Epiſcopacy to be of 
Divine Right, the. /ralians, © the 
Pope*s Creatures, preſently ſmelc 
out tne Conſequences of it, viz, 
) That This would be to depreſs 
the Pope himſelf ro the fame Le- 
vel with other Biſhops, and there- 
foxe made. all ..-the Intereſt "they 
could 


OS 
= 


Of the Charch. rt 
conld that That Vote ſhould not 
paſs, and accordingly it was caſt 
out. And therefore I muſt look 
on the Pope as a greater Enemy to 
Epiſcopacy, than even Presbytery it 
felf. For Maſter Calvin himſelf did - 
approve of Epifcopacy z onely it 
could not ſo well be brought into 
Geneva, where there was a Popiſh 


--» Biſhop1iving,who was Lord of that 


City. But the Pope will allow of 
no Biſhops, in proper ſpeaking, but 
onely himſelf; all Biſhops deriving 
their Power from Him, He being 
the Head, and Root of Epiſcopal 
Power,as'Cajetan hath determined ; 
And all Biſhops «Qing onely wkh 
his-Leave, and by- his Authorityy 
and Grace, ſwearing Obedience, 
and Homage to Him , 2s they do 
by the Oath which they muſt take 
when' they are Conſecrated ; All 
this makes them onely the Pope's 
Servants, and ſcarcely ſo zood as 
his Deputies; To be ſure they are 
not properly Biſhops 1n the yo 
1 an 
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and ancient ſenſe of it,as ſuch who, 
under Chriſt, had over their Preſ- 
byters,and People,Supreme Power, 
as to Church-Afairs, and Accoun- } 
table only to Chriſt,and to a Coun- 
cil of their fellow-Biſhops, often 
Meeting, and Conſulting together 
for the good of the whole. 

And as Biſhops in gehieral are not 
Popiſh, ſo neither can our Biſhops 
appointed and conſecrated accord; 
ing to the Orders of the Church of. 
_—_— be with afiy colour accu» 
ſed of Popery. For at their Or- 
ination firſt, and Conſecration af- 
terwards, they all ſubſcribe to the 
XXXTX. Articles, tothevuſe of the 
Liturgy, take the Oaths of Allegi- 
ance,and Supremacy, and give all the 
Caution, and ſecurity,that one Man 
can give to another, of theic Aver- 
ſion to Popery,and ſteddineſs to the 
Church of England : And now be- 
ſides this, They take the Teſt, and 
Renounce Tranſubſtantiation , and 
the. other great Points of Popery, 

an 
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and particularly diſclaim all ſubje- 
Etion to the Pope, or dependance 
on him, and this with abundance 


_ of Truth and Reaſon. 


For if Chriſtian Religion had 
been planted here from Rome, it 
doth not prove that we ought on 
that Account for ever to depend 
on Rome, or our Biſhops be ſubject 
to the Pope. For we can” prove 
that Scotland, ſome parts of Germa- 
xy, and other places, received their 

iſtianity from England ;, And 
yet they will nos allow us to chal- 
lenge power over thoſe places up- 
on that account ſtill in Spirituals. 
But it is evident that we did not 
fo much as receive our Religion 
from any of the Biſhops of Rome, 
but had it planted here, either by 
the Apoſtles, or Apoſtolical men, 
as is fully made out, eſpecially of 
late by thoſe great and learned 
Members of our Church, Archbi- 
fhop Uſber, the Biſhop of St. Aſaph, 

and Dean of St. Pauls. 
Indeed 
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Indeed when Chriſtianity was 
almoſt deſtroyed in the Eaſtern 
parts of this Iſland by the Saxons, 
who were Heathens, the Biſhop of 
Rome ſent Auguſtin to Convert ſome 
of thoſe Saxons; but he found many 
Biſhops in this Countrey, who al- 
together diſowned any dependance 
' on Reme;, and would pay no Obe- 
dience to the Pope, profeſſing they 
owed no more ſervice to him, than 
to any other good Biſhop, and' pi- 


ous Chriſtian. And moreover we in TF: 


England, may juſtly.plead the pri- 
vilege of the Kingdom of Cyprus, 


according to the Council of Ephe- » 


ſus, of being a diſtin National 
Ehurch, without Dependance on 
any other. 

And 2s thus in point of Right we 
can juſtiie our not- being ſubject 
to Rome, fo alſo-in point of Fatt; 
we can ſay, the Pope never had any 
fetled, and quiet Poſſeſſion, and ex+ 
erciſe of Power here 3 at Itaſt for 


any conſiderable time together, as 
Is : 


is at large evident from what Ma- 
ſter Pryn# and others have colleCt- 


| ed; and all our Statutes of Provi- 


for's, and Premunire*s do ſhew how 
little hold here the Pope was by our 
Government allowed, or own'd to 
have.” And tho? many did appeal 
to Rome, it was againſt Law; and 
therefore, That gives the Pope no 
more Right here, than many peo- 
pies being Traiterous, and paying 

omage to an Uſurper, doth annul 


J the Right and Title of the Lawful 


Prince. 

If the Pope ever had any Power 
here, it could not be by a-Divine, 
but a Humane Conſtitntion, by 
the Approbation of the King and 
Nation ; and that very Power hath 
for good reaſons annulled this Li- 
berty, ' and revoked this - Grant, 
and made it High Treaſon, or at 
leaſt a Premmnire,to have any thing 
to do with the Pope,or See of Rome, 


And what ever Reaſons there ever 


could be for holding ae 
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reſpondence with the Biſhop of 
Rome, | am ſure there were and 
are as good, or greater Reaſons 
for denying it now, and forbidding 
all Appeals to Rome ; not only by 
reaſon of the vaſt ſumms of Money 
drawn out of the Nation, (all great 
Eccleſiaſtical Cauſes being judged 
at a Foreign Tribunal, and all Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Perſons made to depend 
on another furiſdiction,) But alſd 
we having found by woful experi- 
ence how great an enemy the Pope 
was to our Peace, all Tranfattions 
-with him were and are by our Laws 
moſt juſtly forbidden. 

And therefore we being thus a 
Legally Conſtituted National 
Church, had conſequently full po- 
wer to Reform our felves, without 
asking the Biſhop of Rome's leave. 
( When we found many Errors by 
degrees crept in among us) Nor 
can we with any ſhew of Reaſon, 
or Conſcience, be charged with 
Schiſm on that account; for we 
are 
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gre ready to juſtihe to the World 


(8s we have done it abundantly ) 
that we have only caſt off Errors, 
or ſuch things as ought to be re- 
jeted, and have retained, or re- 
ceived, nothing but what is Ne- 
ceſſary, or Lawful. And it is a 
hard caſe that we muſt be forc*d to 
ask the Pope's leave for us to grow 
better Chriſtians; and it is yet a 
harder caſe if he ſhould be unwil- 
ling, and not ſuffer us ſo to be. 

And One particular National 
Church cannot, without great Im- 
propriety, be ſo much as charged 
with Schiſm, from another Natio- 
nalChurch, ſuch as that at Rome is, 
but from the Univerſal Church.---- 
So that ir is a kind of Non-ſenſe 
for us even to be charged with 
being Schiſmaticks from Rome, un- 
leſs Rome be all che World, or a 
Particylar be an Univerſal. 

Ours is the National Religion ; 
And for the firſt Ten Years of 


Queen Elzebeth, the Papilts did . 


Com- 
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Communicate with us, till the Bull 
of Pope Pim the Fourth, Ar. 1552 
though our Reformation was then 
fully ſetled. So that They are bound 
to anſwer it, why they joyn not 
* ſtill in Communion with us. And [ 
hold my ſelf bound to Obey this 
Church in all its LawfulCommands, 
it having as much Power, as any 
other Church in the World, over 
its own Members, though it is leſs 
imperious in its Commands, and 
pretends not to a Dominion over 
our Faith. 

And therefore moſt highly do 1 
Honour, and Revere This Church, 
thus Apoſtolically Govern'd, and 
Legally Eſtabliſh*d,and of all things 
in this World dread its Cenſures. 
For I cannot but reckon that thoſe 
great Priviledges, and. Promiſes 
* granted by Chriſt to bis Church, 
Matt. 18. muſt belong to 'T his 
Charch, which is fo truly Chriſti- 
an. And Iam fo far from lighti 
or .deſpiling its Authority, becauſe 

| It 
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it doth not fo imp-riouſly Curſe 
its Enemies, or doth not pretend 
to inflict Temporal Puniſhments 
on Delinquents, that I revere it 
the more on this very account, For 
God will be never the leſs ſevere a- 
gainſt a Rebellious Son , becauſe 
the Father did only with Pity and 
Tenderneſs rebuke him, and de- 
ſire to reclaim him, And it hath 
been of old obſerved, that where, 
and when the Church had leſs ſe- 
cular aid, there God didina more 
ſpecial manner viadicate it him- 
ſelf. 

As to the other ſubordinate parts 
of our Government under the Bi. 
ſhops, ſuch as Arch Deacons, Deans 
and Chapters, and the ſeveral Ec- 
Cleſiaſtical Courts, 'I think none 
can deny, but either theſe very 
Orders, or ſomewhat like them 
is neceflary- to the good of the 
- Whole, and the regular Admini- 
ſtration of affairs under the Biſhop z 
and theſe very. Orders have _ 

7.95 B 0 
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ſo long among us that they can 
plead the Preſcription of ſo very 
many hundred years, and. are fo 
interwoven with our Laws, and the 
frame of our Government, and we 
have been ſo long uſed to them, 
that they have every way a firm, 
and ſetled Right among us; and 
nothing in this Life can be ſtable, 
nor right certain, if, to other Ar- 
== a Preſcription of ſo many 
undred years ſhall not be valid ; for 
it is an Ancienter Right than any 
man can ſhew for his Eſtate: and 
for theſe Reaſons dol fully approve 
of them. And whatever fault is in 
any of them, I muſt needs aſcribe it 
to the Perſons, and Abuſes, rather 
than-to the Nature of the Office. 
Much leſs can the Church be char- 
ged with blame, which, 1 am ſure, 
by her Canons, defigns the Prevent- 
ing of all thoſe abuſes committed z 
and if the times at preſent will al- 
low of no better, Itt every man 
bear his own burthen, x 
CHAP. 
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CHAP. IL. 
Of Chriſtian Belief. 


- A ND as [ find bis Charch thu 
Rightly conſtituted, and under 
a Government the moſt truly A- 
greeable tothe Apoſtolical Pattorn, 
and the Pratice of all Apes : Sol 
cannot .but admire it more, if poſ- 
ſible, for the ſoundnefs of its Faith 
and Dottrine | 
For as it makes a true Faith ne- 
ceſſary, as well as Prattice; fo it 
reſalves this Faith into the tric 
_—_ _— = w_ God; 
ing moſt agreea at we 
ſhould Jearn from Him , what to - 
Believe of Hin, and by what ah 
ons to pleaſe Him. Ate 
—_— Bz Now 
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Now He hath, in his Goodneſs, 
order'd certain Books to be writ- 
ten, by Men inſpired by Him, that 
do contain all that God would have 
us know, -as from him, in order to 
our Salvation, And theſe Books all 
together we call the Bible, or Holy 
Scripturgs, Ang this Book I am by 
the Citicch of England taught, to 
look on, as a compleat Rule of 
Faith, and Manners; And that nej- 
ther a Man's own private Spirit, 
or Reaſon, nor the Authority and 
Commands of any Men, ought to 
be liſtened or attended to in oppoli- 
tion to it, 

I reckon alſo that this Scripture 
is clear enough, as to all neceſſary 
points, to them that will make it 
their Buſineſs , without Prejudices 
to conſider, and underſtand it; 
And -whatever hath been ſaid a= | 

inſt -it, 1 find none, but only 

ming Contradictions . and - Op- 
Poſitions in it, which do allow of 
a very fayourable Interpretation, 
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and Reconciliation ; And that even 
theſe ſeeming Difficultics, and Con- 
traditions, as well as the divers 
Tranſlations of Scripture, end the 
various Readings, are chiefly, or 
only in ſmall and*indifferent caſes, 
which concern- not the Eſſence of 
our Religion, And to reconcile -rheſe 
ſeeming Oppolitions, and to explain 
the whole, is a great part of the 
Office, and duty of the Clergy, the 
Biſhops, Prieſts, and Deacons, who 
are bound to inſtruct the People our 
of this Book, and to convince the 
Gainſayers. 

And though, as Saint Petey ſays, 
many do wrelt the Scripture to their” 
own deſtruction z yet Hook on it as 
very fit and neceſſary, that this Scri=- 
pture ſhould be in the Vulgar Lan- 
guage, and often read by the Peo- 
_ ple; That ſo they themſelves may 

ſee, and know the Law, by which 
they: muſt be judged ; that they! 
may be ſatisfied the Clergy do not 
impoſe on them, and teach them a 
B 3 Reli- 
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Ronen of their own invention 
and ſeeing every man mult be judg- 
ed at the laſt day ſeyerally by bim- 
ſelf, and according to what he him- 
ſelf hath done; it ſeems neceſſary, 
that he ſhould now firſt judge for 
himſelf, whatever help or aſſiſtance 
he may have from another to make 
a right judgment. 

And this ſufficiency , and clear. 
neſs of the Scriptuce , is the reaſog 
why I donot depend on the Autho- 
rity or Credit of the Prieſt that ex- 

unds it, or Preacheth from it, 

vt on the Scripture it ſelf z he be- 
ing always bound to bring ſome 
clear paſſage of Scripture for the 
proof of what he ſaith. And there- 
fore I do not look on any thing 
that he faith as infallible, any for- 
ther than it is conſonant to Scri- 
re; Nordol reckon any infal- 
ible Interpreter at all to be gives 
to the Church. For if there were 
any [nfallible Interpreter of the 
Word, and Will of God, on 
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leſs it would of all things have been 
the. moſt plainly ſaid, and the molt 
frequently referred to in Scripture, 

cauſe of the lafinite uſe of know- 
ing it, and the Danger of being 
Ignorant of it; and God in his 
wiſdom and goodneſs, would ne- ' 
ver have put ſo many particulars 
into the Scripture, which there is 
no ſuch need we ſhould know, and 
leave any thing out of Scripture, 
which it is. ſo abſolutely neceſſary 
that we ſhould know, 

And though it is true, that the 
Courch did convey down to us the 
Books of Scripture, and ſo we re- 
ceive the Scripture from the Church, 
as ſome ofthe Fathers have ſaid, yet 
it doth not hence follow, that the 
Scripture received its Authority from 
the Church, or that the Church is 
above the Scripture, and to be be- 
lieved before ir. For the Scripture 
received its Authority only from 
God, who Inſpired thoſe Men that 
wrote it; and the Chuccb, in Con- 
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veying down the Scripture to ts, is 
to be look'd on only as a witneſs of 
ſuch Books being written by Di- 
vinely inſpired men, not as giving 
us thoſe Books by its own Autho- 
rity, to be Teceived by us as Di- 
vicely inſpired. For all that we 
need - prove «concerning the Scri- 
pture, is, that it was written by ſuch 
and ſuch men, and received as Di- 
vinely inſpired. Now even Hu- 
mane Teſtimony is ſufficient to 
prove this, without any Authority. 
. And to argue for the neceſſity of 
Infallibilty , or Divine Authority in 
the Church, to aſſure us which is 
* the Scripture, 1s tie ſame thing as 
if we would admit only of a King 
and Parliament's Teſtimony, or Au- 
thority to prove, That ſuch an Act 
of Parliament was formerly made, 
And therefore I may juſtly look on 
the Scripture as Infallible, tho? the 
Church that conveys it down to us, 
is Fallible, For otherwiſe, if the 
Church muſt be eſteemed In'allible 
in 


Of Chriſtian Belief. T7 
igevery thing, becauſe ſhe conveys 
down tous the Scriptures, which ax 

own to be Iafalliblez By the ſame' 
reaſon the Keeper of the Records ob 
the Tower, or any where elſe, may 
urge that his Word ought to $0 as 
far as any of thoſe Records, becauſe 
he hath che keeping of them. And 
therefore as I may believe the Re. 

cords, but diſcredit the man; fo I 

may believe the Scripture, tho? I 
believe not the Church. Beſi des, a 
man may tell one thing true, but 
lye in many others; fo the Church 
may be believed in handing. dow 
to us the Scripture, becauſe it hath 
an collateral evidence to ſtrengthen 

eltimony, but yet need not be 
believed inevery thing elſe, ' which 
ſhe pretends to. Tho” the Chnreh 
of - England will difown: nothing 
that can, be proyed to have! bf en re- 
ceived and» practiſed Wy. 

Cres fromthe Apoltl by "days, 

as the Cano of Scripture, the 
kgeping of the 4 Pd = be: par 
"IF holy, 
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ant-baptiſm, Epiſcopacy, &c. but ye 
: ſtrictly inſils So has, becauſe 
ſhe reckons her ſelf bound to =P 
vp Unity with che firſt and pure 
Ages, and cannot think it probable, 
or poſſible, that an Univerſal pra- 
Aice, contrary to the deſign of 
Chriſt and his Apoſtles, ſhould pre- 
vail immediately after, and even 
during the Apoſtles days. | 
But ſtill we cannot allow of all 
things that the Church of Rome 
retends an Univerſal, and conſtane 
raftice of ; ſuch as Prayers to , 
Saints, Prayers for the Dead, Tran- 
ſubſtantiktion, Adoration of the Hoſt, 
__— to the Pope's Supremacy, 
&c, For they notoriouſly falſifie in 
their Quotations to this purpoſe, 
as any one will ſee that ſhall with- 
out prejudice, read their Books, and 
Ours, written on theſe Subjects, 
Much lefs do we own any lofallibi- 
lity of Tradition, or make what 
-is deliver'd dowa to us by it, - 
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be of equal Authority with the Scri- 
pture, as the Council of Trent ex- 
preſly doth, For Chriſt hath no 
where told us, That he would de- 

| liver ſome things by word of 
| mouth, to be handed down to all 
Ages, which ſhall be of the ſame 
Neceſſity, and Infallibility , with 
what is written in Scripture. Nor 
is there any Intimation of any man, 

- or number of men's being ſo ex- 
traordinarily guided and aſliſted, 
as without Error to convey down 
to us this Oral Tradition. And if 
they rely only on the General Pro- 
miſes made to the. whole Church, 
of ChriſPs being by his Spirit preſent 
with it, we ſee not why a ſmall part 
of the whole Church, viz. thoſe of 
the Roman Communion , ſhould 
take this Promiſe to it ſelf, any 
more than the Reformed Weſtern, 
or Eaſtern Churches, unleſs it can 
be proved that the Jralians have 
better memories, or are honeſter 
men, and fo fitter to-convey _ 
c 0 L 
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old Traditions to us, than the 
Greeks or others z which, | believe, 
will be a bard matter to prove, —— 
Therefore we both deny any Tra- 
dition to be of equal Authority with 
the Scripture, and eſpecially we 
find no number of men fit for the 
handing down ſuch a Tradition to 
us, if ic were given at firſt. And 
yer much leſs can we rely on any 
cerfain-riumber of men, telling us 
that This, or That is ſuch lofallible 
Tradition, and think our ſelves 
bound to believe them , ſay they 
what they will, And yet this is 
plainly the caſe with the Church 
of Rome. Concerning Tradition : 
They are. not ſo ſollicitous that we 
ſhould in-all things believe, and 
do as the ancient Church did, but 
as the preſent Church of Rome 
would have us; for they know that 
we appeal in all caſes to the Anci- 
ent Primitive Church, and chal- 
lenge to be judged by it. And they 
know alſo, that the Ancient Com 
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hath believed, and acted. otherwiſe 
in many particulars, than they now 
do, But all their ſtickling for Tradi- 
- tion is to this purpoſe, that they may 
but get this one little point, That 
Tradition is infallible, and that 
they arc the only Conveyers: of its 
that is, That they are Infallible, and 
that conſequently we muſt Believe, 
and do in every thing,as they bid us. 
For nothing elſe is allowed for Tra- 
dition in the Church of Rome, but 
what the preſent Church ſays, and 
declares to be Tradition. And this 
being granted by us, there would 
be an end of all diſpute, For. then 
they may teach us a new Religion, 
a new Goſpel, and ſay they have 
Tradition: for it, and who can gain- 
fay it, and ſo make us deny our old 
one, that Chriſt and the Apoſtles. 
taught us : But we have uot ſolcarned 
Chriſt. | 

Beſides, Tenn, I ſee not. any 
neceſſity of an lofallible Judge in 
the world, Nor hath God - 

[@ 
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Providence been wanting to his 
Cherch, in not providing one, as 
ſome of the Church of Rome have 
blaſphemouſly argned. For ſeeing 
he hath given us, in the Scripture, 
a Rule and Foundation to proceed 
on, and our own Reaſon to apply 
it to our ſelves, and make uſe of 
it to our own purpoſes, I ſte not 
why we may not make uſe of this 
Book for its purpoſes, as well as 
we make uſe of other Books, for 
other purpoſes. And whiy cannot 
God ſpeak his will as plainly to be 
underſtood, as men can, and do 
daily? -and if there be Trath de- 
livered in Scripture, why ſhould 
not all men be able to apprehend, 
and diſcover ir, ſeeing Truth is but 
one, and reaſon is the ſame to all, 
and eſpecially ſeeing we ſhall be 
judged, every man for himſelf, and 
by a God that knows our hearts, 
who ſees with what ſincerity of 
heart, or with what byaſs and ill 
inclination, we apply this Rale to 
our ſelyes. Al- 


- 
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Altho? if there were an [ofallible 
Judge at Rome, according to their 
way of reaſoning, it would not 
be much to the advantage of the 
Church , eſpecially of us that live 
ſo far from Rome, For ſeeing I 
cannot hear the Pope himſelf ſpeak, 
they muſt all be Jofallible, that to 
the ſourth-or fifth hand pa 
convey what he faith to me; for 


if any of theſe miſtake, or wilfully 


deceive me, what muſt Ido? Nay 
if I were at Rome, the Pope cannot 
be ſpoke to at all honcsz for he 
takes ſtate on himſelf ſometimes, 
and ſometimes hath the Gout, and 
other infirmities - incident to old 
men, and doth not love to be di- 
ſturbed by every one, And yet if 
1 ſhould ſpeak with him, 1 perhaps 
ſhould nor be much the wiſer, For 
to make a full uſe of ſuch. an [ofal. 
lible Judge, we muſt be as infallible 
as he; for we may miſtake him 
"without an Infallible Spifit; and if 
he doth tell me true, and 1 do not 
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apprehend, or receive it ſo, I am - 
ſtill in a bad caſe, And yet it is evi- 
dent that the words of an lInfallible 
Judge, or Interpreter may be mi- 
ſtaken. For our Bleſſed -Saviour 
himſelf was miſunderſtood , both 
by the Zews, and by his Diſciples ' 
ſometimes. And what ſhall we 
ſay then of. this pretended Infal- 
lible Judge on the Sever Hull;, who 
is often a Man of the weakeſt Un- 
derſtanding, and not always of the 
greateſt clearneſs of expreſſion, 
and who doth not know truth him- 
ſelf? For ſometimes he hath ex- 
cuſed himſelf from- judging in a 
caſe in Divinity, by alledging that 
be was not bred a Divine, and there- 
fore did not underſtand the Que- 
ſtion. And yet methinks Know- 
ledge is ſomewhat neceſſary in or- 
der to Infallibility. Beſides, if a 
man ſhould by chance, ſpeak a very 
true Sentence, but doth; not know 
what it means, and therefore can- - 
not explain it to me, I may eaſily 
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miſtake him, or apply what he ſaith, 
to an improper purpofe. For words 
are ambiguous, and ſome mens No- 
tions are found to fit things ſo wel), 
that they often take the one for the 
other. And yet if there be any 
need of this Infallible Judge, there 
will be conſtant need of him; it 
will not be enough for him to ſpeak 
now and then in a General Council, 
but very often, or always to ſit, 
and have application made to him, 
according to their own Principles, 
and ways of arguing, becauſe there 
are new Diſputes, and Queſtions, 
and Hereſies that are raiſed almoſt” 
daily (for if the Pope can give any 
one ſtanding Rule for reſolving all 
Doubts; and defining DoCtrines, we 
ſhould be apt to think that God 
may have given this himſelf in Scri- 
pture : and this would ſpoil his 
Trade) and if a man hath not this 


' Infallible - Judge ready to reſolve 


him, be he never ſo deſirous of 
knowing truth, he may die in He- 
reſie, 


— 
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relie, and his cafe then muſt be very 
bad, So that- there is an abſolute 
neceſſity ofa man's living very near 
the Pope, or elſe he can have no 
tolerable ſccurity of himſelf, but 
he may be in ſome conſiderable er- 
ror. And the People of Rome mult 
be the only happy people in this 
life, that only are ſure of the true 
Catholick Religion, as living ſo 
under the conſtant droppings of la- 
fallibility. And yetl believe Rome 
is the laſt place in the world to 
which the Prieſt would ſend you, 
to make you a good Catholick. 
But hew if it happen after all this, 
that this old Gentleman at Rowe 
dere not ſpeak even what he thinks, 
for fear of angring this, or that 
party, French, or Spaniſh? or when 
a queſtion is put to him, as concern» 
ing the immaculate conception of the 
Bleſſed Virgin, He ſees that if he 
determine it either way, he ſhall 
loſe, 'or at leaſt diſoblige a very 
powerful and numerous Cote, ans 
there- 
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therefore nſeth all 'the tricks of 
Tergiverſation, and delay that can 
be, that he may, not be forced to 


decide the Controverſie; as we 
know it happen'd within theſe ſe. 


. venty years ? If this: Gentleman 


did know more than other men, 
what would his knowledge ſighifie 
if he be afraid to own or declare 
what he knows ? Therefore let 
them decide their own Controver- 
fes firſt, by this their Infallible 
Judge, before they pretend to im- 

ſe him upon us. Will any man be- 
ieve me that I bave an Infallible 
Cure for the Gout, when he ſees me. 
lie groaning under it all the year 
round ? And therefore not till they 
have determined among themſelves 
the queſtion of the /mmacnlate Con- 


. Ception, of the Power of the Pope 


beſides, or without Council, and 
convinced the French King , and 
Clergy of the Pope's Infallibility, 
and abſolute unlimited Authority, 
and of the nullity of the Liberties = 

tne 
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the Galicaz Church, ſhall. we ever 
think they believe themſelves, when 
they ſay.the Pope is infallible; or if 
He be, I am ſure it is to as little 
purpoſe, as if He were not, So 
that /nfallibilfty is only a lohg word + 
to amuſe People. It is downright 
Force that doth all things in the 
Church of Rome; and, as 1 dare ſay 
_ at this time it will be granted me, 
the King of France's Army ſignifies 
More, than the Pope's Infallibility, 
to the converting of his.own Sub- 
jects to the Romiſh Faith, 

And though we allow not of any 
Jofallibility reſident in any Man, or 
number of Men on Earth, yet we 
have as great a certainty of the 
Truth of our Religion, as the mat- 
ter is capable of. We have all the 
Proofs of the Reality of our Bleſſed 
Saviour's appearing in the World, 
of the Apoſtles preaching according 
to his will, and committing to wrt- 
ting the ſubſtance of what they 
taught, in thoſe Books which = 

Ca 
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call the New Teſtament; and we 
haye all the Evidence of the Truth, 
and-uncorruptneſs, -and alſo of the 
Senſe and Meaning of thoſe Books, 
that we can expect, and that a mat- 
ter of that nature will allow of; 
and I think no Man in his wits will 
require mores 

And according to-this Church al- 
ſo, 1 allow of the three Creeds, cal- 
led by the names of the Apoſtles, 
Nicene, and Athanaſian Creeds 
both becauſe they are conſonant to, 
and the very ſubſtance of the Scri- 
Ptures, as to the great Points of our 
Belief; and alſo for the antiquity 
of their compoſure, and the gene- 
ral aſſent and reception that they 
have found for ſo many ages in the 
Church of Chriſt. For I have a 
very great reverence for whatever 
can be proved very ancient in Re- 
ligion, and to have been generally 
received by the Church; as we 
ou a wonderful. reſpect for the 

our ficſt .general Councils, which 
Pope 
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Pope Gregory the Firſt ſaid he re- 


verenced as the Four Evangelilſts. 
For by giving this attention to the 


Anci:nts, we go the beſt way to. 


ke » our Religion the ſame, and 
alio maintain Unity with them. So 
that if they were part of the true 
Churciz of Chriſt, ſo are we; and 
if it would have been our duty to 
have kept unity with them, if we 
had lived in the ſame Age with 
them, bur in Countries remote from 
them; it is as much our Duty to 
preſerve the ſame Unity with-them, 
though we live ſo long after them, 
ſeeing we pretend to be Members 
of the ſame Body of Chriſt with 
them. 

But though we allow thus of the 
ancient Creeds, yet we cannot ap- 
prove of thoſe Additions, which 
Pope Ps the Fourth had the con- 
idence to make to the %zcene 
Creed, according to the niti- 
ons of the Council of Trenr, where 
after the laſt words of the Nicer 

Creed, 
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Creed, 1 look for the Reſurreftion of 
the Body, and'the Life of the World 
tacome, He adds theſe Points, « Of 
w* Seven Sacraments properly ſo cal- 
«led; of a proper and propitiatory 
«Sacrifice in the Maſs for quick and 
« dead; of Tranſubſtantiation; of 
« Communion in one kind; of Pur- 
« patory ; of Invocation of Saints 
& of the Veneration of their Re- 
« liques; of the Veneration of the 
&« [mages of Chriſt, and the Bleſſed 
«Virgin, and other Saints; of In- 
&« dulgences ; Of the Chnrch of 
© Rome, as Mother and Miſtreſs of 
« all Churches: Concluding, that 
« this is the true Catholick Faith, 
« ont of which no man can be 
«Saved. ; 
For theſe Articles are neither 
© conſonant to Scripture,nor Antiqui- 
ty; they were added by an unjuſt, 
and illegal authority, afrer'the De- 
crees of a pack'd Aſſembly of men ; 
all the ancient Church, as well as 
the bigger, and better part of the 
modern 
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modern Church, diſowning them 

- that is, the Doctrines were firſt 
eſtabliſhed by. the Biſhop of Rowe, 
and theſe Articles, \pnrſuant to 
thoſe DoCtrines, were added to the 
Creed by the Biſhop of Rome, and 
his Creatures, as if his Conſcience, 
and judgment were to be a Model 
for all other Meng, And yet to theſe 
Articles are the Clergy of 1taly, 
France, Spain, &c. bound to ſub. 
ſcribe, as well as tothe Trinity it 
ſelf, and the Incarnation of the Son 
of God, or his Reſurretion from 
the Dead: 

But we keep. only to the Creeds 
themſelves, without any additions. | 
And fora right underſtauding them, ' 
and to prove them conſonant to 
Scripture, ang pure antiquity, we 
have ſeveral Books; to help us, and 
eſpecially that incomparable Expo- 
ſition of the Apoſtles Creed, made 
by the moſt learged the late Bifho 
of Cheſter. | | 


And 
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And theſe Creeds1 not only fully 
-believe, but-1 verily think it my - 

Duty, and advantage to profeſs ol- 
ten, according to the Orders of ouc 
Church. . For by ſo doing, 1. live 
in an aftualprofeſſipn'of the Chri; 
ſtian Faith, according to my Vow 
of Baptiſm, I keep a Summary of 
fy Belief conſtantly in my head, 
-and yet every: Article is. of great 
tnomefit, if we 'mind the conſequen- 
ces of jt. "And whilſt 1 keep- but 
this Epitoine of my Chriſtian Faith 
. preſent to my thoughts, 1 ſhall not 
ſo ealily be ſeduced into any Error 
it Belief, or PraQtice, which is con- 
"0 ET 
" apptove alſo.of the Books of 
the epocrypha;, at leaſt ſome of 
them, -to be read for the inſtruction! 
-of the People, as a kind of com-1 
ment on the Old Teſtament, or 
ſomewhat between the Old, and 
New Teſtament. For we find ſome 
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reckon them of equal Authority 
with the Scriptures, nor do we e- 
ſtabliſh any Point of Doctrine on 
them, they having not been recei- 
'yed by the Fewsſb Church. before 
- our Savioor's time, as Divinely ift- 
ſpired, but were written after the 
caling up of Prophecy under the 


Old Law, and before the Revela- . 
tion of God% will by 'the Goſpel, 


And they not having any Qriginat * 
'Anthority.in themſelves, as written 
by Prophets, it is impoſſible: the 
Ghurch ſhould 'now give them the 
Authority of Divinely -infpired | 
Books, as the Council of Trewt'pre- 
tends to. do, For the Church can- 
not make him a Prophet, that"real- 

was no Prophet, 'nor- ewn'd for 
:ſuch for many hundreds of Years. 
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CHAP. II. 
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- Of Goſpel-Obedience. 

at 5 A ND 1 find alfo that in this 
a Church a good and holy life 


E } is as much urged, reckoned asR6- 
e 2} cellary, and, ibleſs God, I thinkT 
d 4 can ſay, as much practiſed, AS ay 
'- where elſe in the World; + 14 
[I Indeed we-confeſs that therd is 
- '{ noman that lives, and converfath 
ly in the World, but finneth, C 
being the only Perſon without- 
; Origins], and Attual. Agdithat the 
ver "boſd'things that we do, acare 
17 in Truth-gnd Juſtice, toaccount 
- ! of ourſelves but as. wproficabe ſer- 
| wants, und that we do-but what it 
Wav ar Dutytodo. And therefore 
C2 we 
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-we cannot think it poſſible for us to 
merit any thing, in ſtrict Juſtice, at 
the hand of God, all the power and 
ability by which we do any _ 
of good, being of his giving An 

- therefore aft the'beſt of; our Aftions 


we ſay with Saint Paxl, they are of 
- the abilzy which God giveth, But 

tho? a'perfet unſinning obedience 
is not to be expected here, yet ſtill 
we: reckon that the beſt Obedience 
-we.can perform,- is neceſſary ; that 


it is not ſufficient for us to.believe, 
Salvation being promiſed to ſuch a 
Faith- only , as is. produſtive of 


good Works. 


- As to the: concurrence of Gad's 


-I reckon it abſolutely nece- | 
in order to my doing any thing 


— 
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to do, and that he will do more and 
more for me; accordingly as | make 
a-good uſe of the Grace that" he 
gives me, and pray to him for more 
ſtrength , and therefore that 'T am 
ſomewhat active both in the ufing 
of Mzrcies, and in Praying for more 
Grace. And 1 am ſure anſwer all 


objeCtions, and fatisfie all difticul- 


ties, if 1 thus aſcribe atl the good 
that 1 do to God aſliſting me, and 
take all my failings and weakneſſes 
to my ſelf. And on this ground as [ 
ſhew my ſelf the neceſſity of doing 
the beſt that I am able, and cur off 
all Plea of Merit for my ſelf or-0. 
thers; ſo 1 ſhew alſo the necellity 
of Prayer to God for his Grace, agd 
lay a Foundation for Thankfulneſs 
to him.” 

For: now by the New Covenant, 
there is a ſtridt obligation to all 
kind of Chriſtian Duties, tho? there 
is allowance made for humane frail- 
ties and infirmities, There is in- 
deed a way made through the ſuf- 

C 3 ferings- 
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ferings and merits of Chriſt for for- 
giveneſs on Repentance : But ſtill 
It is more acceptable with God,that 
we live ſo, as far as it is poſſible, as 
to need noRepentance. 

I reckon good Woiks therefore 
abſolutely ncceflary in order to Sal- 
vation, but that it is not ſo much 
the Attions themſelves, as the Mind 
and Temper , and Deſign which 
r7ney are done with , or the Chri- 
ſtian Principles which they proceed 
from, called Faith in Scripture, ta 
which the worth of them is to be 
aſcribed, and for which they are ac. 
cepted of God through the Merits 
and Mediation of Chriſt. 

The good Works whicharerequi- 
red of us as Chriſtians in the New 
Teſtament, and in the Ten Com- 
mends, or the Moral part of the 
Old Teſtament, all Dutics and. 
Vertues there commanded 1 reckon 
my ſelf bound, as I am able, to 
perform ; and all Sins or Actions 
there forbidden, I make Conſci. 
ence 


| 
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ence to abſtain from ; and do-not 
think that by obeying one Coms+ 
S mand | am free from others; or 
that becauſe there are ſins greater 
and leſs, yet that any are perfetly 
Venial. 
| reckon. my ſelf bound alſo ta 
obey the commands of my Lawful 
| Governours, both in Church and 
/ State, not only for Peace, and Or- 
ES der ſake; but, for the fake. of God 
' who hath commanded me {q to do, 
' and am willing to forego my down 
Right often, and deny my own pro» 
fit, rather than diſobey, or oppoſe 
a command of my lawſul. Govere 
nors, where | can obey them with- 
out ſin, | But: I celigiouſly. abſtain 
from ſetting up the Commands, of 
men in oppoſition to the Commands 
| of God, and cannot think that 
I ſhall be excuſable, if 1 obey; the 
| Commands of Men to the negle&t of 
' the Commands of God, And there- 
| fore, for Example ſake, tho? I pay 
all deference and obedience to the 
C4. Laws: - 
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Laws of the Church, as knowing 
that God hath bid me to obey it ; 
yet I dare not do, as is done in the 
Church of Rome, when the Church 
commands me one thing, and the 
Law of God the contrary. As when 
dhey ſay, God bids me obey the Church, 
and therefore it is all one which of the 
two I obey. For God only bids me 
obey the Church in ſuch caſes as-are 
not defined by the Laws of God, but 
doth not give the Church leave to 
command any thing'-contrary to 
God's Law, nor oblige me to at- 
tend to it, or obey it, if it ſhould 
fo command. 

' Ithankfully own, and frequently 
commemorate the | bleſſed Son of 
God's coming into the world, to 
dye for us, and fatisfie for our 
ſins; but yet I think not, that he, 
by his ſufferings , hath either ex- 
euſed me from obedience to God's 
commands, or exempted me from 
puniſhment, if I obſtinately per- 
teyere in my diſobedience, - For by 
: Chriſt's 
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. Chriſt's coming, '1 am; if poſlible; 
more obliged to a good lite, being 
now obliged to a ſtricter obedience 
out of Love and kindneſs ta kim, 
who hath done and ſuffered. fo 
much for me.” . And alb his-Com- 
mands are Laws, which are ſtritly 
to be obeyed by me; only there is- 
now a proviſion made, that fincere, 
and hearty obedience ,, tho' ming- 
led with many imperfeftions (as 
it will always be whilſt we live in 
theſe Houſes of .Clay) ſhall for 
the ſake of Chriſt be looked. ons 
as.if it were perfe@t, and our fail- 
ings will in Mercy. be forgiven. 
we immediately repent us truly of 
them, and beg God's Pardon: foc 
them; and reſolve for the: future, 
by. the aſſiſtance of God , to- live- 
better, | 

And therefore 1 gratefully. own 
the DoCtrine of Repentance',. and 
the hopes of. Pardon on Repen=- - 
tance; but yet think that it.dotly 
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be lookt on by us before we ſin, 0n- 
ly it is provided to prevent Deſpair 
when we have ſinned, and there is 
fo other Remedy, And it is a 
double affront to God, for me to 
fin out of hopes of Pardon on-my 
Repentance, For by this means [1 

h break his Laws, and alſo abuſe 
his- Mercies; and the moſt ſevere 
Puniſhments are threatned to ſuch . 
a courſe. 

And if the doftrine of Repen- 
tance, or of Pardon upon Repen- 
tance, will not give me any liberty 
to ſin, nor excuſe me , if 1 ſin wil- 
fully ; then much leſs can 1expect 
a diſpenſation from obedience to 
the Laws of God any other way, 

And by Repentance , I do not 
underſtand , only a bare (onfeſſing 
that I have ſinned, and ſorrow for 
it, only out of fear of puniſhment, 
which they call Artrition, but rec- * 
kon Contrition eſſential to Repen- 
tance, and neceſſary to the Pardon 
- of 'my- fins; viz, that I be heartily 
” grieved 
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ieved for the hainouſneſs of my 
ns in themſelves, and their being 
ſo diſpleaſing in the ſight of God, 
and am fully purpoſed and reſol- 
ved', by the bleſling of God, to 
live better for the future; and alfo 
that neither by the power of the 
Prieft, nor any other way, can this 
eAttrition be turned into Contrition,, 
or be ſufficient for Repentance and 
.Pardon. 

1 reckon that every work 
done thns, by God's aſſiſtance, and 
with an honeſt mind, is well plea 
ſing to God, and will, if we per- 
ſevere, in dune time have its reward. 
*But this is tv be aſcribed to his own 
-goodnelſs, and the Merits of Chriſt, 
not to any worth or merit in the 
actions themſelves. For how car 

'& few good Actions, and mingled 
with many Failings , -or'a whole 
' courſe of ſuch Actions, for the 
little while that we live uponearth, 
bear any proportion to, much: leſs - 
deſerve, eternal rewards im the 
LET world. 
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world to come ? eſpecially how can {| 
any man. pretend to merit at his 
hands, by whoſe very aid and eſſi- 
ſtance we do atrſy thing that is good? 
For of the beſt of our Aions we 
muſt in truth and juſtice ſay, as Da- 
vid {aid of his own, and his Prince's 
offerings, 1 Chron. 29. 14. All 
things come of thee , and of thy own 
have we given to thee, 

I do not think that I do my duty 
ſufficiently by abſtaining from evil. 
For there are Affirmative as well as 
Negative Commands; and if I on- 
ly ſhould eſchew Evil, and not en- 
deavour to ds good, I muſt, aCccor- 
ding to the Tenor of, the Goſpel, 
be reckon'd among the wnproficable 
Servants. 

And in this conſideration I take 
care not only to avoid the fins, 

.which 1 ſee many Chriſtians too- 
much indulge, or which 1 am, by 
Temper , Education, Cuſtom, or 
Company, more than ordinary in- 
Clin'd to; but alſo I reckon. it my 
in- 
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. indiſpenſible Duty , to be conſtant 
in all the parts of Poſitive Chriſti- 
anity; knowing that Heaven is not 
a ſtate of ſilgnge, but jnfinite inva- 
; unable Happipeſs,, and. therefore, 
(which-I cannot poſſibly think) can 
be gotten with the doing of ng- 
thing. And even among Men, there 
is little Commendation thopght due 
to: him, of whom the ' beſt, that can 
be ſaid, is, That. be bath, done. yo 
nb ſnive Chriſtiani 

ow. by Poſurve Chriſtianity, or 
Afcmative Duties, [| mi and 
ſuch things as I aftxaly do out of 
Obedience to God, and, to ſerve 
him; and got- only forbear. doing 
what he forbids me. 

So in reference to-bimſelf, I am 
ſofar from doing any thing to diCſ- 
honour, or . blaſpheme God, that I 
every, way, that I am able, ſeek to- 
lorifs, praiſe, -and ſerve him. 

la reference to my Neighbour, I 
not only forbear wronging him, but 
Ldo-him. all the good,. by good Ad- 
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vice , by ſpeaking well of him, by 
aiding and aſſiſting him- in any caſe, 

that 1 am able. 

And as to my ſelf, I think it not 
« enough to lie on my Bed, and avoid 
+the fins of Jutemperance, &c. but 
that by all the Diligence that I am 
able, I ſtudy to Improve my Mind, 
get a (onqueſt over my Paſſions, and 
every way work up my felt toa bet- 

 *ter temper, 2nd praftice, -- - 
Iam ſofar from doing the Workd 
| harm,”"or making it worſe, that I 
endeavour to leave it better than | 
found '\it, - Hence' [ not only pra- 
#iſe Prety conſtatitly my felt, but 
:1 do what'1 can. to Promote, and Er- 
courage it in others ; which, if 1am 
in a Publick Station and Employment, 
F can indeed do more effetually 
and I am ſure [ ſhall be callted'toan 
-account why 1 do it not. And*if1 
am in the moſt Private Capatity 
that can be, yet by my ſilent, and 
conſtant Example , 1 ſhall do ſome 
good; by my Advice to my Friends 
I 
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I may do more; and by occaſional 
Diſcourſe, or making uſe of ſuch 
opportunities as will often preſent 
themſelyes, I may be an Inſtrument 
toa great deal of good, and all this 
without being Conceited, or Prag- 
matical z without intrenching on 
other Mens buſineſs, going out of 
my own place, or diſturbing the 
World, | ” 
I own a good and wiſe Provi- 
dence watching over the World, 
and not only over Pablick , but e- 
yen extending to the moſt Private 
Afairs, and Perſons, and accord- 
ingly I daily commit my-ſelf, and 
all my Concerns to' the Govern. 
ment, and over-ruling of that good 
God, that I am ſure loves me, and 
knows my Caſe and Wants better 
than I do' my ſelf. But though 1 
thus own a Providence, yet | take 
a Religious Care not to tempt God 
by running my ſelf into Evil, a 
then to expeCt God to keep me out, 
and deliver me, Jaſt as though [ 
know 


58 Of Gofpel-Obedience. 


know God's Grace to be All-ſuffici- 
ent for me, yet I dare not expect 
it to keep me from fin, if 1 wilſul- 
1y, and with my eyes open run 10- 
'to it, | 
For God's Grace and Protettion 
is promiſed, and to be expected 
only in ſuch caſes, as in which I 
have done all that was in me for 
my ſelf, and then I am allowed to 
hope for help'from God ;, or in ſuch 
caſes as into which | am unwitting- 
ly and unwillingly led, or in which 
I am innocently, and honeſtly en- 
gagedz and here | am ſure of ſuit- 
able aid, and ſupport, if | humbly 
and earneſtly make my Requeſt, | 
but nor where I wilfully expoſe my | 
FlIf to Sin and Evil, | 
And on this Principle I do not 
Expoſe my ſelf tv Temptations, ei- 
ther as co Eftgte, by Gaming, or as 
to Life by Duels, or as to Religion, | 
and a good Conſcience, by aiming 
only at the loweſt degree of. what is 
Vertuousor Commendable,. or ta- 
king, | 
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King all the Advantages againſt Re. 
ligion, and my duty that I think: 


| I poſlibly may; or by going to Maſe, 


or any other Irregular way of Wor- 
ſhip, though perhaps out of vanity 
only, and Curioſity , tempt God, 
and my ſelf, For I know not but 
God may leave me- when 1 thus 
dally with him, And the wiſe Son 
of Syrach ſays, He that loves dan- 
ger, ſtall fall into it, And our Sa- 
viour, that we muſt not thus Tempe 
the Lord' our God, For in all caſes, 
in which the Intereſt of my Soul is 
concerned, I do nothing by Fancy, 
or Humour, but with all the Judg- 
menr, and Reaſon that | have, [ 
conſider ſeriouſly© the Fitneſs, or 
Lawfulneſs of it, as knowing that 
it is here, as in War, where one 
Errour is Fatal ; and if I be taken 
off in a ſinful Praftice, there is no 
Reſcuing me, or Retrieving me 

for ever, 
As to a ſhare of the things of this * 
life, I keep my ſelf in a you > 
Nite 
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differency, For | am ſure' that life 
it ſelf is not always Good , or & 
Bleſſing; and then much leſs are 
any of theſe things very deſirable, 
that ſerve only for the Convenier- 
Ctes of Life, And ſceing LI never 
pray to God for my own, or my 
Friends longer Life, only as far 
forth as it ſhall be for the Glory 
of God, and good of Religion, and 
the World, or in order to our be- 
ing the better fitted and prepared 
for Heaven; much leſs am I ſolli- 
citous for more Eſtate, or make 
That the ſubjet of 'my Prayers. 
For I am ſure that every one cannot 
- have a great Eſtate, few men can 


bear or manage a great Eſtate as, 


they ought, and ro mar needs It, 
And in the Lord's own prayer we 
are taught, and allow'd only to pray 
for Bread, or what is neceſſary, and, 
That only from hand to mouth, this 
day our daily bread. 

[ am therefore well content with 


the lictle that I have, as thinking: 


that 


| 
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that God knows my ſtrength and, 
ability beſt, and what is propereſt 
for me, and as knowing that if [ 
ſhould get more; tho* by the moſt 
lawful means, and by the moſt mo- 
derate endeavours,it will be propor- 
tionably expected that 1 ſhould do 
the more good, be the more uſeful 
inthe world, and I ſhall have more 
Talents to anſwer for the Receipt 
of; as on the other hand, the leſs I 
have, the leſs Temptations | am ly-. 
able to at preſent, the leis tyed I 
ſhall be to this world, and the leſs 
will be my account at the laſt day. 
And 1 am very ſenſible that when a 
Man comes to die , he will wiſh be 
had enjoyed: leſs of this World ; 
there being at leaſt ſome danger of 
receiving our good things here, And 
therefore tho' a great Eſtate may 
afford more eaſe and delight here, 
yet a mean fortune ſeems to afford 
more 1ecurity in order to hereafter, 
And hence I pray for ſuch a Portion 
as is fitteſt for me, and with which 

| 
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I ſhall do moſt gool; that God 
would ſuit my Condition to my De- 
ſires,or my Deſires to my Condition, 
that I mayſzrve him chearfully, and 
without Diſtraftion. And I think 
not that 1 am out of the favour of 
God, or even of good men, becauſe 
I have leſs than others, but do much 
condema the unjuſt Meaſure of the 
world, of ſlighting a Man, becauſe 
he is. poor, or of valuing him for his 
Outſide rather than for his Inſide. 
For Vertue and Prudence, Integrity 
and an earneſt deſire to do good are 
more true Accompliſhments, than 
Beauty, Riches, Honours, &c. And 
He is the moſt conſiderable Man in 
the world, not that enjoys moſt of 
this world, but that doth moſt good 
in it; For him the world will moſt 
miſs, for him good Mens Prayers 
are moſt, over him the Providence 
of God will watch in a more pecu- 
ltar manner; and therefore he 1s 
every way the moſt yaluable and 
conſiderable Perſon, 


[ 
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I am taught zo pray at home in 
private always ,. aid in my own Fa- 
mily too, conſtantly, eſpecially if I 
have not the advantage of going 
with my Family to: the Publick Ser- 
vice daily. But ifI have the oppore 
tunity of Publick Worſhip, 1 am 
conſtant in it, as in all other Offices 
of Piety, -and fear not being called 
an Hypocrite ; for this is another 
of the unjuſt Meaſures of the world, 
toreckon a Man guilty of Hypocri- 
ſie, if he be more {trit in Religion, 
and more ſcrupulous of a Sin, than 
others are ; whereas true Piety muſt 
neceſſarily openly ſhew itſelf, and 
. Wwe are bid to Let ow Lights ſhine 
. before men, that they may ſee our good 
works, and glorifie God. 
. And agreeable to this, I not on- 
ly openly profeſs a ſtrift Regard to 
Tuſtice , but exactly practiſe it- to- 
wards all men, I pay all men their 
Dues, -all Officers and :Offices in 
Church and State, according to St. 
Paul's command ,. Row, 13. I pa 
nog 
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not only all honour and reſpeCt, but 
alſo all faithful ſervice and obedi- 
ence to the King, as God's Vice- 
gerent, and the common Father of 
the Country. I cannot endure to 
hear him ill ſpoken of, or hurt in his 
Reputation, or injur*d as to his juſt 
Rights,cither in Power,or Revenue. 

And as to my Fellow Subjects, I 
maintain aa exaCt juſtice, ſo as not 
only to forbear open Violence, Op» 
preſſion, or Fraud towards any, but 
alſoto take care punCtually to pay 
my Debts, and to anſwer all Promi- 
ſes, and Obligations. For not pay- 
ing Debts, is much the ſame thing 
*#s Robbing, 'or violently taking 
fromanother, There being but very 
little difference between taking 
Mony from a Man when he is un- 
willing, and keeping it from him 
when he deſices it,- and ought-in Ju- 
ſtics to haveit. 

From this Principle Iam alſo 
punctual in paying my Tythbes, and 
all ſuch Publick Dues for the main- 
__—__ | tenance 
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tenance of Religion, -and 'for my 
part take ſuch care otherwiſe that 
they that wait on The Service of 
. God, and-watch for my Sou], may 
have a handſome&maintenance, leſt 
by my niggatdlineſs it ſhould hap. 

n that the Service of God ſhould 

diſcouraged (and Religion will 
alwaies ſuffer in the Miniſters of it) 
or leſt worthy Men Thonld be 
diſheartened from entring into the 
lily Office, or leſt they that alrea- 
dy ſerve at the Altar, ſhonld be for- 
ced to any unlawful, or any unbe- 
coming means to maintain them- 
ſelyes ; but that they may bave ad- 
vantages, and helps fit for their Im- 
provenient in Learning, that they 
may be able to defend Religion, 
and convince the Gainſayers, And 
this is no more than common Ju- 
ſtice z for as they ſhare not with 0- 
thers in ſecular Buſineſs and Trade, 
and other advantagious ways of rai- 
ſing themſelves, ſo they ought to be 
provided with ſuch a maintenance 
as 


| 
| 
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| 
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as anſwers the ingenious Education 
they bave had, and the Relation 
they bear: to Religion, 

Finally, 1 conſider my ſelf a to 
all the Capacities, and Relations, 
that I an jn in the World, and 'en- 
deavour to behave my ſelf ſuitably 
to them : knowing there isa diſtinct 
Duty, and Obligation between Fa- 
ther and Children, "Husband and 
Wife, 'Superiours and "Inferiours, 
Friends and Equals, and -which 
therefore every Chriſtian muſt take 
care to anſwer -and perform : and 
which are yery fully expreſſed in 
that excellent Book of the Whole 

" But much ,of this Nature will 
cottie to. be conſidered alſo it! the 
Sixth Chapter , under the Head of 
Civil Converſation, | 
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CHAP. IV. 


Of the Service of Gd 
in rd | 


Am tavght alſo in this Church, 

that it is not ſufficient for me 
to Believe well, and to perform the 
Duty of a Chriſtian by my ſelf, or 
562 private, but that there is a pub» 
lick Profeſſion , and an open exer- 
Ciſe of ſeveral Acts of Religion ne 
ceſſary. 

For many Duties of Chriſtianity 
do require the doing"of them in 
Company, and it is an open Pro- 
feſfion that doth moſt : 
Religion, and provoke other men 
to an imitation, And by the nature, 
of the Publick Service which 1 fre- 
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quent, and by my demeanour in it 
I give a Sample of my ſelf, and 
men may thence take an eſtimate 
how I am aficCted in.my mind, and 
how I carry my feif.in my more 
private retirements, And I find 
in the Goſpel, that Chriſt promi=- 
ſeth: bis Bleſſings eſpecially to Pub- 
lick, Services, where Two or Three 
_ are gathered together in his name, 
and therefore that it ought always 
to be preferred before Private. Aud 
Publick Communion hath always 
been accounted neceſſary in order 
to our letting our. light ſhine before 
wen, and making the-world know 
what opinion we are of. For the 
Publick Articles, and Confeſſion of 
Faith of that Church with which 
I Communicate, being known to 
all the world, my Faith and Belief 
alſo, as to the main Articles of Re- 
ligion, is known at the ſame time. 
But the excellency of Publick Ser- -. 
| vice, and its Preference before Pri- 

vate, is fully made out, in that late 

| excel. 
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excellent Treatiſe of Prayer by 
Dr. Patrick, 

And for this reaſon alſo, I re- 
ligiouſly abſtain from Communi- 
cating with any Heretical or SchiF- 
matical Congregation, that is, with 
any that hold any erroneous oPI- 
nion contrary to any of the great 
Articles of Chriſtianity, or that 
but keep private and ſeparate meet- 
ings from the Publick Worſhip that 
is Lawfully Eſtabliſhed, leſt 1 be 
reckoned of their party and per- 
ſwaſion. For all ſuch ſeparate meet- 
ings are breaches of Charity z and 
tho* they may poſlibly encourage 
no Heretical opinions now, yet 
is odds but ſuch opinions will find 
ſhelter, and countenance among 
them. Such Clancular and irregu- 
lar Conventicles being the proper 
Seed-plots for ſuch weeds to grow 
in. They break the Unity of the 


| - body of Chriſt, and difobey Law- 


ful Authority in the Church. And 
I am ſuce that if they can Commu- 
| D 2 nicate 
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nicate without ſin, for them to ſe- 
parate is a very great ſin, Beſides 
that all ſuch private meetings are 
dangerous to the State; for all men, 
that are ill. affefted to the State, 
will herd with them, and ſo will be 
ſecure of a Party. And it weakens 
alſo the publick ſtrength, when a 
number of men make themſelves a 
diſtin Party , who will be ſo far 
from joining heartily with the 
Publick, that they will reckon it 
theic duty to oppoſe, and find fault 
with what is done, if it be but to 
give ſome excuſe and countenance 
to their own Schiſm.. And by thus 
finding fault with the Publick ma- 
-—_ they will alſo draw all 
diſcontented people to them (who 
are always numerous in every 
State) and ſo not only ſtrengthea 
their Schi/m againſt the Church, 
but alſo form a dangerous Fattion 
againſt the State, 
And as I thas Conſcientiouſly 
forbear the Going to any irregular 
| unlaw= 
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wilawſu! Aſſemblies , tho* only out 
of curioſity , becauſe my very be- 
ing there but once, and out of no 
bad deſign, is & giving them coug- 
tenance and encouragement (for 
number and company is always en- 
couraging) and is alſo a putting my 
ſelf out of God's protection, by 
tempting him in running my ſelf 
into evil and danger, which he 
may juſtly ſuffer me to fall into: 
So alſo 1 am very ſcrupulous of 
leaving my own (burch at all, or 
going to any other Church, or Re- 
gular Congregation. For the thus rune 
ning to other Churches generally ar- 
guzs a vanity of mind ; it is oft the 
Mother of Schiſm and FaCtion, and 
rather tends to advance popularity 
thantrue Religion, it gives a very 
bad Example, it diſcourageth my 


- own Pariſh Congregation, and | dg 


not think it is ſo likely to have a 
bleſſing from God, For God will 
give his bleſſing to us eſpecially 
where he himſelf hath placed us, 
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and in regular ways, he being the 
God of Nrder, and not of Conſu- 
ſicn. And [ am fure [| have at leaſt 
as good Prayers, and the Word of 
God it ſelf as pure, asIcan find it 
im any othe> Church. And tho! it 
is poflible I may hear a-neater and 
more elegant Sermon there, yet 
beſides that I do not think there is 
ſo much Religion, properly ſo cal- 
led, in hearing Sermons, they be. 
ing not ſo much in reference to 
God, as to our ſelves, and for our 
own benefit; I ſay beſides this, if 
at my return home from ſuch a Ser- 
mon, I ſit down, and conſider what 
I have gotten by my wandring, 1 
ſhall find, that rather my curioſity, 
and fancy are gratified, than Piety 
and Devotion advanced in me, and 
that I am rather Pleaſed, than In- 
ſtrufted, or made either wiſer ; or 
better, 

And I keep conſtantly to my own 
Pariſh on all occaſions, not only on 
Sundays , but other days, ſetting 

down 
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down this for a Rale, that Prayers 
hinder no buſineſs. And if it ſhould 
once happen that I ſhould ſuffer a 
little by it, I am ſure it will be 
abundantly recompenſed ſome 0-» 
ther way ; tho* commonly there is 
no need of that; for ſo hath God in 
mercy -ordered the world, and 
mens Concerns in it, that a man 
may eaſily , at leaſt, with a little 
forecaſt, ſo order all his Buſineſs, 
that there ſhall be time enough 
both for Publick and Private Des 
votion, Nay indeed with moſt 
men it is certain that I need deſire 
them only ts ſpend that time in 
Devotion, .or Reading, or in any 
other method in order to Heaven, 
which elſe they would be perfectly 
idle-in, and would, as we fay, 
hang on their hands, and which 
they are not obliged to ſpend in 
any neceſſary, or uſeful buſineſs of 
Life. So that the moſt diligent 
man of the world, and he that hath 
moſt Buſineſs, with a little con- 

D 4 trivance, 
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trivance, may find time enough for 
conſtant Devotion ; and it will be 
a Relaxation, as well as Comfort 
to his mind, and will procure for 
him moreover a Bleſſing from God 

on his other, and ſecular buſineſs. 
And when I come to the Publick 
Service, 1 come not ont of cuſtom, 
or to pleaſe others, or get a Re- 
putation, or only with ſuch a kind 
of diſpoſition of mind , as when 1 
make a viſit to a Friend, or goto 
any common place and company. 
For when 1 come to Chutrcb, as 1 
- am going, I always think with my 
ſelf, now am I going to appear 
before God in a more eſpecial man- 
ner; and [ reflet on ſome, or all 
the deſigns of a Publick Prayer and 
Service, and for which I go now, 
and at all other times, - For I muſt 
always propound to my ſelf, and 
deſign by this, and every other aCt 
of Publick Devotion, to pay the Ho- 
wage due from me to my great 
Greator, and Benefactor, who as 
thus 
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thus commanded to be ſeryed, and 
acknowledged by me; by Praiſes, , 
fo marnifie and extol him for his in-_ 
fiane, perfetions in himſelf; by 
Thankspivings, to thank and honour - 
him for the mercies already vouch- 
ſafed to all mankind, his Church . 
in general., or This Charch and 
Nation, as well as my ſelf in par- 
ticular z and by my humble Prayers 
" and Swpphications to beg a continu- 
ance of all the good things we en- 
joy, and a ſupply of thoſe that we - 
do, or ſhall wane, for my ſelf, and - 
others; as alſo by my exemple , as 
far as I can, to keep up, and en- 
courage Religion and Piety in the 
World, and ſhew what Church and 
Profe flion I am of. 

And my but thinking of theſe 
ends of my coming to Publick Ser- 
viee, will eren awe me into a De- 
yont and Reverent Carriage , and 
will make me attentive when | am 
there, and fo to make a good vſe.- 
and application of all parts of Pub- 

Ds, lick 
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lick Service to .my proper 0OCcca- 
ſions, 

I always contrive to come before 
Prayers begin, both to ſhew my 
willingneſs, and deſire to worſhip 
God, and that the Publick Service 
may not be diſcouraged for lack 
of Company, and leſt I miſs an 
part of Service, eſpecially the fir 
part, in which there is both the 
Confeſſion, Abſolution , and the 
Lord's Prayer, and alſo that by 
my coming a little before Prayers 
begin, 1 may have ſome time to 
prepare my ſelf for what lam going 
to do. 

In the fcſt place I fall down on 
my knees, to thank God for all his 
mercies, and particularly for this 
other opportunity of. appearing be- 
fore him, beſeeching him to give a 
Bleſſing on all the Congregation, 
as well as oa my ſelf, that he will 
aſliſt us in what we are about to do, 
and accept of what we ſpall do ; 
* Pardoning our laficmitics, and do- 
ing 
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ing foronr ſelves, our Church, and 
Nation, abundantly more than we 
are able either to ask or think, for 
the ſake of Jeſus Chriſt that dyed 
for us. | 

When I am riſen from my Pri- 
vate Prayers, and at all other times 
during Publick Service in- -the 
Church, I uſe as little {eremony to 
others as poſlibly.I can, (tho I. 
take care to be wanting in no part 
of civil Ceremony abroad in a com- 
mon place.) For I reckon that the 
common. Ceremonies of Bowing to 
one that comes in,or to a friend that 
I ſee ia the Church, or to one that 
ſaeezeth, or on the like occaſions, 
isa kind.of Compliment that may 
very well and ought to be ſpared gy 
for it doth not ſo well become the 
place where I am, nor the buſineſs 
I come about it argues ſome kind 
of lightneſs of mind, or will create 
it, and is certainly diſtraCting both 
to my ſelf: and others; and 1 may 
be. ſure that no man that —_— 

| c 
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the Sacredneſs of the place, and 
occaſion, and that ſees my Civility 
and Courteouſneſs abroad , will 
ever think the worſe of me, if I 
be more reſerved, and leſs ceremo- 
nious at Church. 

And all along the Service I take 
care both to be Uncovered in token 
of reſpe&t , and to ſhew I cenſider 
the Majeſty of him before whom I 
appear , and alſo to carry my ſelf 
with allGravity,Silence,and lnoffen- 
fiveneſs to others, neither by Talk- 
ing, Gazing about, nor any light 
or unſeemly carriage to be a diſtur- 
bance te them; alli indecency of 
carriage arguing a wandring mind, 
and is both unbecoming Religion, 
and a ſcandal to other men. Nei. 
ther do I bring Dogs into the 
Church, or encourage thoſe that 
are bronght, very great unſeemli- 
neſs often following it, and it be- 
ing at the beſt, and always a 
hindrance of compoſedneſs of 
Thought, a diſtraftion of Devo- 

tion, 
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tion, and argues ſome lrreverence 
towards God, 

While the E£xhortation is Read- 
ing, I ſtand gravely, and mind ſe- 
riouſly what is there ſaid, and 
thereby more fit my ſelf for all 
that is to follow, reſolving by the 


bleſſing of God, to keep my. 


thoughts ſo fixed on what 1 am go- 
ing to do, and every part of Ser- 
vice, as the Worſhip of the great 
God, and the Salvation of my own 
Soul do require. 
At the Confeſſion, with the Con- 
regation , I fall down on my 
nees, that being the poſture in- 
joined by the Church, and the 
humbleſt poſture eſteemed in theſe 
Countries. And l not only acknow- 
ledge my own fins, and the fins of 
the Church and Congregation in 
general, but as far as | am able,ſuch 
particular ſins of my own as are 
either greater in themſelves, and 
of a more provoking nature, or elſe 
that having been lately — 
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had not been ſo very particularly 
and fully Repented of by me. 1 am + 
heartily ſorry for them , and beg 
God's Pardon of them , that they 
may never riſe up againſt me in this 
Life, if it be his will, but eſpecially 
not in the other Life. And whilſt 
I] beg his Grace, that we may live 
Godly, -Righteous, and ſober Lives, 
at the ſame time I reſolve with my 
ſelf, that by his Grace and- Aſliſt- 
ance, I will ſtrive and endeavour ta 
lead every way a better Lite, be 
more conſtant in every good action, 
and more carefully avoid thoſe ſins 
that I have juſt now confeſſed, than 
hitherto I have done. 

When the Prieſt pronounceth the 
eAbſolation, both here, and in the 
Communion Service, 1 attend to it; 
and receive it with all gladneſs and 
humility of mind, begging that this 
Pardon, which God hath given his 
Miniſters power to prononnce in 
general, may be applicd to my ſelf, 
and my caſes in particular, _ 
| re 
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fore 1 eſteem this Abſolution very 
much, it being the Voice of God, 
and being prononnced at the Com- 
mand of God, as the Auguſtane 
Confc(lion ſpeaketh ; but is being 
only on the Conditions that we Re- 
pent and Believe, 1 immediately re- 
ſolve to Repent and Believe, and 
I pray te God to Aſſiſt me, and Ab. 
ſolve. me; and I am encouraged to 
hope that l am in God's favour, and 
that he doth pardon, aiid accept of 
me, when I hear this gracious De- 
claration of his mercy to all true 
Penitents. And | take it as well, 
and doubt not bur it will be to as 
good purpole to. me , as if it had 
been ſpoken to my ſelf alone, and 
ia a more preſuming way and man- 
ner, For it being pronounced by ſo 
truly a conſtituted Prieſt, in God's 
name, and with his bearty deſire, 
and Prayer for Pardon to his Con- 
gregation accompanying it, and 
the People at the ſame time de- 
youtly. accepting of it, and the 
terms. 
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terms on which itis granted ; there 
ſeems nothing wanting as to what 1 
can expect from the Church; and 
I have the ſame aſlarance alfo from 
God, as if it- were pronounced the 
moſt authoritatively, according ts 
the praftice-of the Church of R ome, 
I abſolve thre. For ſeeing the Par- 
don of ſins is in reference to the 
Life to come, I cannot expeCt ſo 
full and abſolute a Pardon here, but 
that if I continue in, or return to a 
vicious courſe, even my- former ſing 
will return upon me. And ſeeing 
it comes only from God, F regard 
eſpecially the Promiſe of God, who 
hath promiſed forgiveneſs of ſing 
to them that truly repent, and care 
not whether the Miniſter, who is as 
it were, the Herald, or Perfon who 
makes Declaration of this promiſe, 
pronounce it authoritatively, 1 ab- 
ſolve thee , or declaratively, He ab- 
folveth, Eſpecially I being very ſure 
that God will rather do more than 
kſs, when he ſees we take not tos 

much 
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much vpon our ſelves, He loves 
Modeſty and Humility in all caſes, 
eſpecially in reference to himſelf, 
and will rather give the more, when 
we preſume,and challenge the lefs 

When the Lord": Prayer is read, 
I joyn with it, and repeat it, as the 
Church enjoins; my very repeat- 
ing it ſtirring up my .own attention 
better to regard and mind the foll, 
and comprehenſive ſenſe of each 
Petition ; and to help our Imficmi- 
ties, this moſt excellent Prayer is 
ſeveral times uſed, that ſo we may 
have opportunity to recolle, or 
attend to that ſenſe of it the ſecond 
or third time, which by reaſon of 
the narrowneſs, or diſtraftion of 
our minds, or the valt ſenſineſs of 
the Prayer it ſelf, we were not able 
to mind ſufficiently the firſt time 
that it was read; 

Indeed I very much approve of, 
and commend this Order of onr 
Church, in requiring thag the Peo- 
ple ſhall with their own Mouths Ke- 

peat 
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peat the Confeſſion, Lord's Prayer, 
Pſalms, Hymns, and other Reſponſes. 
Foc by this the People are taught, 
that they are as much concerned in 
the Service of God, as the Prielt, 
and ought to beara part in it. The 
People's being required to anſwer 
ſometimes, awakens and quickens 
theicAttention and Devotion, which 
elſe would be aſleep or remiſs, and 
by their thus frequently joining in 
full ſentences, an4 by ſaying Amen 
at the end of every Prayer, they not 
oaly hear how the Pcieſt prays to 
God, but make every Prayer, and 
Praiſe their own att and deed, are 
active in the Service of God, keep 
np a Senſe of God and Religion 
more in their own. min.ls, and fo 
may-hope to have a Bleſſing from 
God accordingly. But in reading 
the Pſa!ms, or other Hymns alter- 
nately, 1 nof only mind what [| read 
my ſelf, but as much w':at the Prieſt 
readeth, and apply it all to my ſelf, 
and our own caſcs, with ſuch a tem- 


pet 
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per of mind as becomes a. Chri- 
ſtian. 

lndeed I am very glad that the 
Pſalms are fo much uſed, and ſo con- 
ſtantly in our Dy not only by 
reaſon of our Conformity herein 
with the ancient People of God, 
the Jews, and the ancient Church 
of Chriſt in the firſt Ages, but alſo 
for the ſenſineſs and devotion of 
the Pſalms in general, which may 
be eaſily and properly applied to 
our ſelves, and to our caſcs, if we 
by Zion, Jeruſalem, &c. underſtand 
our own Church and Nation, turn- 
ing ſometimes a Prayer into a De- 
punciation, and an Aſeertion into a 
Prayer, as there will be occaſion, 
and which will be very natural and 
eaſie for a truly devoutly diſpoſed 
' Mind to do; as every one may ſee, 
that will but read and uſe Doctor 
Patrick's excellent Paraphraſe on 
the Book of Pſalms, But eſpecially 
I admire the Book of Pſalms, for 
all the Thanksgivings, and Praiſes 
| tg 
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to God in it, that make up the big- 
ger pait of that moſt excellent 
Book z Thanks and Praiſe being 
doubtlefs the molt acceptable part 
of Divine ſerviee, they being'what 
we offer to God for his ſake, not 
our own, they arguing the moſt 
elevated, and well diſpoſed mind, 
For the moſt ſelfiſh man will pray 
ſametimes, and beg # boon; but 
pride, ſtubbornneſs, or ingratitude 
will not ſuffer him to Praiſe, or 
Thank his Benefaftor, And yet the 


higheſt of the Praiſes, and Thanks. 


that we can give, are both ſtrictly 
due from u; to God, and are al} the 
Returns that we properly can make 
him for all the ionemerable Mercics 
we receive from him, 

When the Leſſons are read, I 
compole my ſelf with al! the atten- 
tion and reſpect imaginable, as to 
the word and meſſage of God him- 
ſelf to me, and cannot but admire 
at, and pity thoſe Men: that ſeem 


Mighty atcentive at, and place wuch * * | 
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Religiat! in hearing a Sermon, and 
yet are perſectly careleſs at, and 
feem almoſt to deſpiſe the Reading 
of the Scriptare; ſeeing whatever 
Authority or excellency any Ser- 
mon hath, is derived from theſe 
Scriptures; and that the very beſt 
Sermons mult be judged of, and ex- 
amined by the Scripture, and areta 
be condemned, if they be not con- 
ſonantto it. And tho' | know the 
Scriptme very well already, and 
know beforehand what will be read, 
yet | am never the leſs attentive, 
For by exact attention it very often 
_ falls out, that obſerve ſomewhat 
from the Scripture, which | had not 

obſerved before; at leaſt I have m 

old notions revived,and as fromGod 
further impreſſed on me. And alſo 
by coming to: hear the ſame things 
read which | knew before, 1 encon- 
rage the more Ignorant to come, 
and countenance the Publick Ser- 
' vice, as well as do an AR of Ho- 
* Mage, and worſhip to God, =_ 
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"fore 1 expect not new things to be 
taught me generally , cither out'of 
the Scripture, or in Sermons, but | 
by conſtantly having the ſame great 
truths urged tome, I have a more 
exact and uniform Notion of Reli- 
gion imprinted on me, and my mind 
is more inclined, -and worn into a 
ſuitable compoſure. 

The Hymns between, and after 
the Leſſons, I joyn in, as I do in the | 
Pſalms, they being all Praiſes of | 
God, either for the coming of Chriſt 
into the World, and being made 
kcown to us, when ſo many of the 
great Men of 'the World, both for- 
merly, and now, have been ignorant [ 
of him, as in the Magnificat, Bene- 
d&itus, and Nunc dimittis ;, or elſe to 
Praiſe God. for that, and all other 
his Mercies in the Te Dewm, and 
other Hymns. And ſurely no Man | 
can grudge fuch a piece of ſervice 

Now, who hopes that it will be 
his buſineſs, and happineſs to do the 
like to all Eternity. 

10 | With- | 
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With the ſame Devotion do I 
ſtand vp, and rehearſe -the Creed 
with the Prieſt, to evidence my 
Continuance in the Faith of Chriſt; 
of which that is an Epitome, Be- 
ſides that to profeſs my Belief -in 
God, and of what he hath tavght, 
is a very-acceptable piece of ſer- 
vice;-1 honour God by it,and make 
my ſelf more religiouſly affected : 
So that every command of Religion 
will have a better effe&t on me; For 
the force of every Command de- 
ends on the truth of the Creed,and 
1s enbanced, as to me, by a ſerious 
reflction on my Creed. 
And then with the Congregation 
I. kneel down alſo, and in all things 
demean my ſelf, as the Order of the 
Church requires, and as the reſt of 
the Congregation: doth; the Po- 
fare being in our Church always 
very properly ſuited to the occaſion, 
And by my but obſerving the rules 
- of: the Church- in theſe caſes, I ex- 
erciſe two Vertues at once, I ſhew 
b= my 
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my Pcaccableneſs, as well as my 
Devotion. 

And accordingly at Prayers I ne- 
ver fit, but knee/, that being the 
lowlieſt poſture, eſpecially in theſe 
Countries, and I cannot carry my 
ſelf too lowly when I ſpeak to the 
great Majeſty of Heaven and Earth, 
and that not only for others, for 
our Church and- Nation, - but for 
my ſelf alſo, and for my own Etet- 
nal Salvation. 

And though in all the prayers it 
is not required, nor fſuffer'd that 1 
repeat them aloud, with, or after 
the Prieſt, as in the Confeſſion and 
Lord's Prayer ; yet I fail not to go 
along with him in my mind,and ge- * 
nerally- alſo to prevent the diſtra- 
ion of my thoughts, and to faſten 
——_ a CO R even 
ſpeak the words with my lips, yet 

02s not to be heard, for that would 
breed diſturbance in. the Church, 
which I always take care religiouſly 
to prevent, And to be ſure hc 
ready 
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ready always, atthe end to anſwer, 
Amen, audibly; for | thereby keep 
my attention more. awake by an- 
ſwering ſo often, and ſhew 1 join 
in all the Prayer that went before, 
and make it my own. 
When any of the Prayers are read, 
I think-it not enough " me to ſay 
my own Private Prayers, as they are 
taught todo in the Church of Rome, 
but take care to mind , and Pray 
earneſtly for what the Prayer deſi- 
reth; our ſervice being for this end 
in our own Language, that every 
Man may underſtand, and join with 
the Prieſt, And I muſt not think 
that his Praying for me, or my be- 
ing preſent, will ſuffice me, or do 
me good, unleſs I alſo really with 
him Pray for my ſeIfand others. 
And what is here ſaid of Publck, 
Prayers for others, extends alſo to 
Thankggivings , either for general 
Bleſings, or for particular Mercies 
. to particular perſons commemora- 
ted, as to Women when Churched, or þ. 
E Perſone 


Perſons revover'd ſickneſs, _&c. 
For the ſame ies that makes 
me ſo far to make others concerns 
my Own, as to Pray for their good, 
will oblige me alſo ro give Thanks 
to the God of all mercies, «for all 
the Blefſings and Benefits he hath 
beſtowed on thera. 

As I omit no opportunity of 
ing to Church, ſo nor of receiving 
the Sacrament ; and yet I always 
take moſt religions care to'prepare 
my felf before I come-to it. For 
the frequent Celebration of this 
Holy Office, is what the Church of 
Chriſt always praCtiſed , and our 
Church expects; And a conſtant uſe 
of it, and of preparation in order 
to it, I look on-as a moſt prudent, 
if not neceſſary «means, to coun- 
terballance the conſtant ſollicitati- 
ons and temptations of Life. And 
by ſich a conſtancy I both honour, 
and obey God, and keep my own 
Devotion warm , and by the blef- 
ling of God, fhall make Pity, - 


; 
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Goodneſs even cuſtomary and ha- 
bitual to me, which is the greateft 
Bleſſing ſurely of which we are ca- 
Pable in this Life. 1 look on it 1» 
deed as the moſt holy Office of 
our Religion, and therefore of all 
things in this life dread being Ex- 
communicated, or debarred from 
coming to it z Excommunication, 
when it proceeds on juſt grounds, 
ory ” T, ef ib y 3 an car- 
neſt or foreta the b 
and Condemnation there; and t 
fore I take care neither by Hereſie, 
Schiſas, Profeneneſs, nor yet by any 
—_— Anthority, or of the Ec- 
cle Courts , to have it pro- 
nounced againſt me; for to fay nv 
willinghy come under the falicion 
wi come under OR 
of ſo great, and intolerable an evil, 
or have it on any account inflifted 
on him. 

Bot tho? I look thus on the Sa- 
crament as the moſt holy Office of 


our Religion, as n holy th 


ing, 
E 2 which 
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which Chriſt hath lefc to be remem. 
bred by, as it were to ſupply, and 
to make vp the loſs of* his Bodily 
Preſence, and to the due receiving 
of which Chriſt hath promiſed un- 
valuable Bleſſings , it being called 
by the name of his Body and Bloud, - 
yet ſtill I know it is but Bread. and 
Wine, that there is no Tranſubſtan- 
riation, the very Body of Chriſt that 
huog on the Croſs being in heaven 
and not here, it being againſt the 
truth of Chriſt's natural Body, that 
it ſhould be in more places than 
one at the ſame time. And on this 
account I worſhip not the Sacra» 
ment, or what appears to my Eyes, 
but God and Chriſt in my mind: As 
I reckon not the Celebration of the 
Sacrament to be at all a Propitiatory 
Saerifice , 'my hopes being only in 
the merits of that Saccifice of Chriſt 
on the Croſs, which was once of- 
fered , as St. Paul ſays, to take 
away our ſins,of which this is only-a 
Commemoration. 


i 
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lam conſtant alſo at all Sermons 
in my own Pariſh, and when I can 
conveniently, often at Sermons in 
other neighbouring Churches, when 
we have none in our own, and hope 
to receive good by them, they be- 
ing part of the ordinary Means 
which God hath appointed for my 
Inſtrution, and therefore am very 
Attentive as to the Explication of 
that Word of God, by obeying of 
which I hope to be ſaved. But yet 
I never ſuffer the Sermon, or my 
Love to it, to juſtle out, or-under- 
value the Prayers, or the Sacra- 
ment , theſe being more properly 
the Service of God, and Atts of 
Devotion, than that. For Prayers, 
and Praiſes, and the Sacrament, 
are directed to God, have a direct 
relation to him ; but Sermons are 
eſpecially in reference ta my ſelf, 
and for my own Information, and-.. 
therefore muſt yield to the other,, >. 
as the Means are leſs noble than the- 
End. Beſides alſo, the Scriptures © 
E 3 being 


; 
; 
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being read have more Authority 
than a Sermon, and are more ne- 
ceſſary, and ſhould be minded ac- 
cordingly. And it is the ſame 
thing to me, whether the Parſon 
read his Sermon, or Preach with- 
out reading, Although T muſt 
needs ſay, there is hardly any one 
man in the world but will ſpeak 
better , and more uſeful ſenſe pre- 
meditately , than ex tempore , and 
tho” he that ſpeaks ex tempore may 
ſpeak with more heat, yet he that 
writes down what he ſays, is like 
to ſpeak with more Conliſtency ; 
and if we look on a Sermon to be 
any way in reference to God, ſure- 
iy it ovght to be as Senſy and Con- 
ſtent as we can ſrameit. And I 
reckon that every man that may 
be exceeding uſeful in the Church, 
hath not the ſame Preſence of mind, 
fluency of Expreſſions, or grace of 


Delivery that another man hath; , 


and there is ſcarcely any man but 
will ſpeak, not only with more Con- 
liſtency 
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fiſtency and weight, but alſo will 
be guilty of leſs Imp-rcinencies 
and I , if he write 
down his Sermons , than if he do 
not: and | am-tauvght to mind al. 
ways the Senſe of a Sermon, more 
than the Noiſe and Tore with 
which it is ſpoken, and | deſire ra- 
ther to have my Reaſon convinced, 
and Judgment informed , than my 
Paſſions and AﬀecRions raifed by 
the moſt Eloquent and Pathetical 
harangue. 

As to Baptiſm, I am taught the 
abſolute neceſlity of it , where it 
can be had, we being by it admicted 
into the number of Chriſt's Dil 
Ciples, made part of his Body, and 
have a ſhare in all the Prayers for 
and Bleſlings to his Church. And 
therefore | take a moſt religious 
care that my Children be Baptized 
as-ſoon as conveniently they can. 
But I bring them to Church, and 
ſuffer them not to be. Baptized at 
home, unleſs in caſe of utmoſt ex- 
E 4 tremity, 
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tremity. For as I think that Pub- 
lick Service ought to be preferred 
before Private, ſo I think there is 
no Office, or part of Religious Ser- 
vice that more neceſſarily requires , ' 
to be Publick, than this of Baptiſm, 
the Child being by it ſolemnly ad- 
mitted into the Church of Chriſt, 
of which the whole Congregation 
are to be witneſſes, and all their 
Prayers being deſired in bebalf of 
him, And when any one is Bapte- 
zed, | both put my ſelf in mind of 
my own Duty, as Chriſtian ; : and 
examine my ſelf how I have kept 
my Vow of Baptiſm ; and how care- 
fully I have performed my Promiſe 
and Duty toward thoſe Children jn 
whoſe name I have anſwered as 
Godfather ; and alſo devoutly and 
heartily (as the Church teacheth) 
pray that this Child may have 
Grace to live ſome way agreeable 
to this holy Religion, into which 
he is now admitted. 


th —— 
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I am glad alſo to aſſiſt at the C- 
techizing of Children, and think ic 
no time loſt to have the Fundamen- 
tals of our Religion repeated over 
in the Catechiſm. . For it is by them. 
that I, as well as the Children, can- 
be ſaved. And think it a mighty 
advantage to have the whole ſumm, : 
and ſubſtance, not of one Text of 
Scripture, or of one point, but of. 
all Scripture, and of whole Chri- 
ſianity delivered at once, as it is in. 
the Catechiſm, And ic will natural- 
ly put ſeveral things into my mind, 
which either I did not mind before, . 
or bad forgot.. And ſo I ſhall alſo 
benefie-my ſelf as well as counte-+ 
nance- Religion, and the Publick. 
Service, and cncourage the Chil>. - 
dren, and do them good. 

| omit not to bring my own- Chil. 
dren, or God-children, as ſoonas - 
they are about 11 or 12 years old,, 
to be Confirmed by the Biſhop (ha--- 
ving ficlt taught them. their -Cate-, 
chiſm, and the deſign of Conficmas.. 
E 5: tion):., 


Church, ſhew my own Religious 
care, make fome good impreſhons 
on the Childrens minds as to Rek- 
gion, and put them jn mind of their 
Vow of Baptiſm, and the neccſlity 
of their performing it, and I ho 
I get further a great deal of good 
the Child, For the Prayers of one 
good man for another are very avail- 
able; and therefore, much more 
thoſe of Perſons ſo highly Commiſ- 
fronated by God as our Biſhops are, 
who not only Pray for, but alſo are 
empowergd to Bleſs in God's name, 
And I have much Reeſon to hope 
that God will hearken to them, and 
grant what they Pray for, and make 
= and fulfil what by their Bleſ- 
us in God's name, they give us 
ground to hope for. 

When the Barns are publiſhed in 
the Church, or people are Married, 
Fama far from making it a matter 
of ſport, as many do, that it ſtirs 
me up- to- pray for a Bleſſing _ 
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tion) For by ſo doing, } obey the - "| 
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' God on them; andic at the ſame 
time puts me in mind of my own 
Vow and Promiſe in Marriage, how 
F bave performed it ; and | make it 
alſo an occaſion of a freſh engages 
ment in my felf to keep ir Neichly. 
For tho* | look not on Matrimony 
as a Sarramert, yet | look on it as 
the moſt folemn Engagement &- 
| mong men, and Sacred, as being a 
, Vow made before God , and wit- 
e neſſed to before men, and in a caſe 
4 of the greateſt moment in this Liſe: 
' and therefore in all tefpeRts a pro- 
per occaſion for ſeriouſaels and de- 
votion. 

When the Sxk are mentioned in 
the Church to be Prayed for, | Pray 
for them heartily (as | world & 
thers —_— for me if 1 were 

in the like cate) not abſotutely bat 
F they honkd Recover , bar if it be 
þ God's will, and if ic will be moſt 
| for God's Glory, and for their 
Good z that God wilt give them © 
Patience and Thankfulneſs, "_ 
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make both their Sickneſs, and Death 
it ſelf, when ever it ſhall bappen, a 
real Bleſſing to them, 

And 1 make uſe of theſe Prayers 
for the Sick, to be inſtances to my 
ſelf of my own Mortality, and 
Arguments with my ſelf to Prepare 
for Death, which | know is appoir= 
ted: for all men, And hencelgo 
to Y:ſit the Sick that are of my Ac- 
quaiLtance, both to Comfort them, 
and give them good Advice, and 
alſo to work. upon my ſelf; and I 
apply. to my ſelf what I ſay, or 1 
hear others to ſay, to them, con- 
cerning their Sickneſs and Death 
and eſpecially when I am Sick I ſend 
for the Parſon of my Pariſh to aſſiſt 
me, and counſel me, to Pray for 
me,.and Guide me, and to put me 
in mind of ſeveral things in order 
to my departure hence, which elſe 
I ſhould forget. For always people 
need moſt advice in their own caſes, 
eſpecially when of ſo great lmpor- 
tance z*for they are too apt to be 
* 44 | partia), 
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partial, and favourable to them- 
ſelves, And hence I make no ſcruple 
to Confeſs, if not the Particulari- 
ties, yet the general nature of my 
Sins, eſpecially thoſe of the deep- 
eſt dye, and that lye hardeſt on. 
my Conſrience, For if | be in car- 
peſt to have ſuch ſins pardon'd, Re- 
ligious Prudence will oblige me to 
take all poſſible care that I miy 
throvghly underſtand the ſtate in 
which I am, and the danger of my 
Condition and my ſureſt method 
in order to a Pardon and Core ; 
and all this I may beſt hope for from 
God's Miniſter, who both loves 
me, and is moſt likely to judge 
moſt unprejudicedly of me, hath a 
particular concern in me, and for 
me, and is by God impower'd, and 
eoabled to aſliſt and help me, -For 
theſe and the like reaſons, I think 
it not ſufficient to be prayed for in 
the Church when I am Sick, but [ 
deſice frequently to be Y:i/ired, and. 
Dot only to Examine my (elf, =_ 

Q 
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alſo to ſobmit to another's Exami- 

nation and Direction, but ſtill am 
ſenfible that it is my own repenting 
that is required in order to the per- 

don of my fins, elſe his Abſolution 
will fignifie nothing, 


And all thcſe = of Religiony 
Service | am fo far from lighting 
or nndervatuing , becavfe they are 
preſcribed, any we commanded to 
vſe theſe words, and no other, that 
F fike them much the better. For 
as far as | can find, fhnce Miracles 
ceaſed, there always was a Form of 
Prayer and Service preſcribed, and 
it never was left to every Clergy- 
man to fay what Prayers, and ufe 
what Form of Service he pleaſed ; 
much leſs was an extempore Prayer 
to God in Publick ever approved ofs 
For beſides the Indecency that will 
often be committed in Extemporary 
Prayers (7 which ſurely ought to be 
prevented if we can, when we ad- 
arefs our ſelyes tothe Infinite Maje- 


ity 
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ſby of Heaven and Earth in behalf 
of his Church, as well as on the 
concerns of our own Souls) lt fpeaks 
reſpect to Gad, when we take all 
poſlible Care, that nothing but what 
1s well weigh'd be offered to him, 
A preſcribed Form alfo is the anly 
way to keep up Uniformity among 
our ſelves, And ſeeing whatever is 
fit for us to ask in Publick, is known 
ſufficiently, why ſhould not the Ex- 
preſſions to be uſed on ſuch occaſi- 
ons be defined alſo? If the matter 
be known , why ſhould not the 
words? Befides that, itis an eaſe 
to my mind, when | know before- 
hand what 1 am to joyn in: And 1 
confeſs there are very few Men, 
with whoſe extwmpore Prayers I 
would willingly joyn, In extempore 
Prayers alſo it is too often found, 
that he that Prays, will often more 
expreſs and vent his own private 
thoughts, and paſſions, than the de- 
ſires, and wants of his Congregatti. 
on, and the Church; all which are 

things 
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things utterly to be avoided in alt 
Religious offices, 

And ſeeing a Preſcribed. Form in 
general, is on many Accounts thus, 
expedient, or neceſſary in- Publick : 
I think nothing can be objeCted a- 
gainſt ow Liturgy, either for the 
matter, or for the Frame, and Com- 
poſure of it, For it is, for its matter, 
exactly agreeable to Scripture, and 
the Genius of our Religion ; no- 
thing pray'd for, or done, but what. 
(as far as we can learn of- his will 
by Scripture) is acceptable. to that 
great God whom alone we ſerve, 
and pray to : And for the Compoſure- 
of our Liturgy, it is ig every thing 
ſuch, as Publick devotions ought. 
to be, and ſo exattly after the an- 
cient pattern, fitted with Reſpon- 
ſes, Hymns,Prayers, Thanksgivings, 
Scriptures read, Sermons preach'd, 
Sacraments adminilſtred, and all o- 
ther Occaſional Religious . Offices. 
performed, that 1 cannot but ad-: 
Wire it , and. muſt profeſs my, my 

cc 
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der and aſtoniſhment, that any per. 
ſons ſhould really either diſlike, or 
ſlight it. 

But | will not now ſtay to vindt 
cate the ſeveral parts of it, from 
the ObjeCtions brought againſt it, 
but refer all Men to what the Judi- 
cious Mr. Hooker hath written on 
this Subjet, in his Eccleſiaſtical 
Polity. 

And though our Church: hath not 
defined exactly,and commanded po- 
fitively what ſhall be done by every 
particular Man on either the Feaft, 
or Faſt-days, yet ſeeing ſhe hath ſet 
apart ſuch days for thoſe purpoſes, I 
think my ſelf bound to have a parti- 
cular reſpec to them. 

And accordingly I make vſe of 
the Feaft-days, not only in joyning 
with the Congregation in-the Pray- 
_ ers appointed for that day, but alſo 

in thanking God in private for all 
Mercies , and particularly for the 
mercy commemorated, in ſerving 


God more that day than ordinary, 
and 


roJ Of the Service of God 

and endeavouring particularly by 
my Charity to do more good, and 
by a prudent demeanour of my ſelf 
to encourage both Thankfulneſs in 
my ſelf, Friendſhip in the World; 
and Piety towards God. 

The Faſt-day: alfo I reſpect with 
fome kind of denial of my felf, as 
to my uſual, and lawful liberty in 
Meat, and Drink; and this without 
affeftation, or making a noiſe, or 
placing Religion in the kind- of: 
meat and drink. And Faſting be- 
iog in- Scripture preferibed, 1 can- 
not thiok it an improper method 
for the ſubduing of Sin in us. And* 
ſeeingiit is-necelſary, and ſuppoſed 
in Scripture, that we Faſt ſome- 
times, all Reaſon and Peaceableneſs, 
as well as Obedience will eafily de- 
termine me to Chat time which the 
Church ſhall appoint. But ſti] I take 
care that my Faſting neither put me 
out of humour, nor make me to be 
peeviſh, or conceited in my felf, nor 
cenfure other meg, leſt | make my 
| good 
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good to be evil-ſpoken of, and ſo 
oe the benefit of it. 


lo ſhort, | am ſtritly Regular ac 
cording to the Rules of the Liturgy, 
and Command of the Church of 
England in hee Canons, and I wiſh 
all men were even as |, and pity 
them that are not, and pray to 
God that they that are otherwiſe 
minded, may be convinced, and fee 
their Errour, I thank God who 
hath given me ſo good an under- 
ſtanding in my daty, and hope by 
my iteddinefs and good temper to 
evail with others. But yet | for. 
ar judging or condemning all that 

donot exactly as | do, or that 
not with me in all theſe things, 
which though they are'not Funda- 
mentals, yet are ſuch things as on 
which the flouriſhing of Religion, 
and the peace of the Church do ve- 
ry much depend. For I conſider 
ſome great prejudices may lie on 
their minds which may in time be 
removed, that they may be in ſome 
invo- 


[ 
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involuntary miſtakes which may be 
corrected; and as I have an opp&- 
tunity, and as becomes the nature 
of my place in the world, | will en- 
deavour to corre(t, But ſtill 1 do 
not ſo much attend to other Mens 
| ſcruples, as to be by them deterred 
from-my own duty ; for ozr holy 
Religion profeſſed in this Church, 
teacheth me to take care of my own 
Practice, but not raſhly to condemn 
other men, For I can make more 
excuſes for others, than I can for 
my felf; and for me to be wanting 
in any part of Service, or Ceremo- 
ny, | may juſtly think may be a 
greater fault, than for others, who 
perhaps know not, or mind not ſo 
much the Reaſon, and Conſequence 
of being ſtrictly regular, At leaſt 
I am ſuce that their being guilty of 


a fault, will not excuſe me, if 1 a&t- 


the ſame, and eyery Man ſhall ſtznd 
or fall to his own Maſter. And I am 
ſure it more becomes an humble and 
private Chriſtian: to look after his 

owg 
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own Actions, than to be ſharp in 


ſpying out, or ſevere ia cenſuring 
the Carriage of others. 


CHAP. V. 
"Of Additions to the Faith. 


fp the Do@trine taught 
and ,profeſſed in this Church, 
and "the Way and Method of Di- 
vine Service here uſed and prafti- 
ſed, to be ſufficient to Salvation; 
and that as there is nothing Com- 
manded that is unlawful, or ſuper- 
fluous, (the Romaniſts themſelves 
condemning nothing that we teach 
as neceſſary, but owning it all to-he 
fit and good ;) ſoalſo 1think there 
is notbing wanting, or, deficien 
that there is no neceſſary or -n 
Article of Faich that-is not in this 

Church 
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Church expreſly owned, no Duty 
towards God, or Man, that is not 
according to the Rules of this 
Church taught, and praftiſed. And 
therefore whatever is further urg'd, 
as neceflary to Salvation, or is re- 
quired of me in order to Church- 
Communion, I cannot but think 
either falſe, or unneceſſary. And 
on this gon difown the 
belief of the Infallibility of ghe Bi- 
ſhop or Chaech of Rome, or ſubje- 
Rion to them , to be neceſſary in 
order to Church-Commanion or 
Salvation: Though the Romaniſts 
preſs this as the firſt thing neceſla- 
ry. For as to the Pope's Infallibi- 
lity, 1 cannot think thet the good 
and —— _ either - 

eppointed any one Man, or any ſet 
number of men, as an Infallible 
Judge, and Interpreter of his will, 
to whom we muſt attend, and obey, 
reſigning up our Jud and rea- 
fon, and yet never tellus where this 
man, or namber of men is to be 
found ; 
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found ; whereas forely this ought 
to have becn of all things the moſt 
.Plainly, and frequently urged in 
Scripture.z It ovght to have been 
. a3 viſible there, -as that God is One, 
.or #s that Feſus is Chriſt. Nay in- 
deed methinks Scripture ſhould 
have told us nothiog elfe, but where 
to find this Infallible Judge, and 
how to him. For all other 
-Precepts and Rules of Scripture, 
-muſt certainly be ſome derogation 
tothe Power and Authority of this 
lafallible Guide. 

And feeing this Infallibility can- 
rot be made ont, nor ſhewn in 
whom it doth reſide (for even they 
.of the Rowan Communion cannot #- 
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men, AndI think it is very evi- 
dent, that unleſs it be on account of 
his Infallibility, we in England owe 
him no more-obedience, or ſervice, 
than we owe toany other good and 
Chriſtian Biſhop: Nor do we owe 
him ſo much reſpect, as we owe to 
our own Biſhop; for it is certain 
that we-belong not to his Tempo- 
ral, nor to his Eccleſiaſtical Juciſ- 
diction, 

And till they of the Church of 
Rome, from their own Example 
ſhew us which is this Infallible Judg, 
and what uſe be is of, by putting an 
end to their own Divithons, and 
Controverſies, I ſhall certainly con- 
clude that they do not believe them- 
ſelves when they ſay, He is ſome- 
where among them. Oratleaſt, if 
he be among them, he had as good 
not haye been there, for he isof no 
uſe or benefit to them ; much Jeſs 
can we believe it neceſſary to Sak 
vation to own his Authority and 
lafallibility. Particularly kt them 

| maxe 
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make the Council of Trent to be 
fully received in France,and its, Au- 
thority own'd there (and yet if an 
Infallible Judge ever pretended to 
appear among them, ir was in that 
Council which made a new Creed, 
and new Religion : ) But we know 
the Authority of that Council is ut- 
terly diſown'd in France, and ne- 
thing approved of as decreed by 
that Council. Let them, by the 
help of this Infallibility, end, and 
decide all the great and dividing 
Queſtions among their own Mem- 
bers ; Let them reſolye,and ſatisfic 
the Quietiſts now at Rome it ſelf, 
Determine the Diſputes between, 
and Reconcile the Jeſuits and Jan- 
ſeniſts; we ſhall notelſe think it is 
out of love tous, or to Truth, that 
they tell us of this Infallibility, but 
for ſome other, and bad Deſigns on 
us, at leaſt I cannot ſee how the 
can expect that we ſhould own an 
acknowledge ir. For if they really 
had ſuch an excellent thing among 
| F them, 
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them, 7 do believe that they love 
themſelves ſa well, that they would 


apply ic to the Cure of their own 


miſerable Diſſentions and Diviſi= 
ons; and they wil) never perſwade 
us they have it, till they firſt of all 
uſe it thus towards themſelves, 
And if it. be not on pretence of 
Infallibility , that. they reckon it 
neceſſary for us to be in Communi- 
en with the Biſhop of Rome, 1 can- 
not. ſee how they can on any other 
account plead it nece{fary that we 
ſhould be ſubject to him. For 7 can- 
not think it poſlible thatGod ſhould 
"make obedience to any humane 
thing, to be the firſt thing neceſſa- 
ry in order to Heaven, eſpecially 
a humane Authority diſtin& from 
that:Regal Authority, under which 
I was born,and to which 7 owe Sub- 
jetion, according;to both St. Peter's 
and St,Paws'Command ; mych leſs 
that all the world ſhould be ſubject 
to.one man and-much leſs-yer'that 
this ſhould / bez. and yer: God Al- 
hs mighty 
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mighty. never tell us in Scripture; 
where this Univerſal Monatch 
ſhould reſide. And yet they may 
talk what they will, it is not our 
Believing agreeably to true Chri- 
ſtianicyy and for the ſaving of our 
Souls, that they would have us ſub- 
mit to them, and own their /nfel- 
libilityz it is not out of. love to 
Truth, or to vs, that they at all 
deſire our Converſion, as. they cati 
ic,-but it is for the love of qur mo- 
ney, and that they may .domi 

the more over our Eitates, and 
Purſes, as well as our Conſciences, 
And hence it is that the Conver« 
fron: of England is at this day ſo 
tictle regarded and- promoted at 
Rome. Forthe rp 6 and Cardinals 
are old men, and they ſay, that-we 
hopes chat any good Rould be doap 

opes that any | 

with us in their days; and if. 
we ſhould be Converted,. we ſho! 
belag ns zo:them, we. ſhall 
not be fleeced- ei - times, and 
3% 5 ; © —_ 
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they are not much concern'd for 
thoſe that will come after them. 
They may ſpend money on us, to 
ſend, and maintain men to Con- 
vert -us, but they ſhall receive no 
money from us. Thus they argue, 
and talk freely at Rome. And this 
is one, if not the main Reaſon, 
that the Pope and Cardinals are ſo- 
backward, to preſs our Conver- 
ſion, eſpecially when they conſider 
at the fame time, that the men 
chiefly employed in our Converſion, 
are Jeſnites, of whom even the 
Pope,/ and all the wiſe /talians, are 
both "afraid, and aſhamed. - Nay 
indeed, they wonder at us, of all 
men in the World, that we ſhould 
at all think of embracing that'Re- 
lIigion, which they that know it 
beſt, and get moſt money by, are 
weary of, and going tothrow off; 
almoſt all the' Learned and Ingeni- 
ous Romans, that care for any Re- 
ligion,” being Qnierifts, and con- 
ſequently no Admirers of the a 

| & x . ciſe 
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eiſe of Religion according to pre- 
ſent Popery.. Thus: the Wiſe 1ra- 
lians think. and argue; and yet 
ſurely if there be Infllbility inthe 
Romiſh Church, ic is among them, 
and they are neareſt toic. Andif 
any here plead (as ſome I'know 
have the impudence to do) that 
there are no Diviſions at Rome con- 
cerning Quietiſm,they may as ſoon 
perſwade that they are all YVirrtzous 
there, that there is no Y:ce, or that 
the Pope neither is,- nor ever was 
there; and 1 will undertake to de- 
fend all this too as well as Tranſub- 
Bantiation. And if there happen 
ſuch another:Pope to ſucceed this 
Pope in his Enmity againſt the Je» 
ſuits, 1 ſee not why the Jeſuits may 
not perſwade the World that the 
true Pope is not. at Rome, but at 
Pars, or where they pleaſe. For 
Pars is as often called the Seat of 
Sr. Peter, andthe Infallible Chair, 
.as Rome is called ſo in the New Te- 
ſtament ;. and 1, believe it is as evi- 
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dent from Eccleſiaſtical Hiſtoty 
that St. Peter fate 25 years Biſhop 
in one City, 2s in the other. 

And as thus / cannot believe el- 
ther the 7ofallibility of the Biſhop 
of Rome to be true, or ſubjeftion to 
him to be neceſſary to Salvation: 
So nor can / think the other Addi- 
Tions that he hath made to the 
Creed, to be parts of true Chriſti 
anity, much Iſs to be neceſſary/to 
be believed. 

- - AN the Contradiftions that a 
man can reckon up, perhaps, may 
be as Reconcileable, as the rine 
of Tranſubſtantiation. And the 
Chriſtian Religion being by our . 
Saviour, and the Apoſtles re- 
commended ro our Reafon, jt 
js not poſſible but they .muſt 
give us leave to make vſe of 
our Reaſen in judging of the ſe- 
ver-l parts of this Religion. For, 
tho' where we Contemplate on 
any thing that entrencheth on In- 
finity, we are fenfible Qur Reafon 
: | is 
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is at a loſs, and we ſabmit to Re- 
velation without more ado (for ſo 


if we Contemplate but on the Ex- 
tenſion of the material World, whe- 


ther it be Infinite, or no; or on the 
- Diviſibility of matter, whether. ic 


can be into Infinite parts or no ;-or 
of the Ante and Poſt duration of 
the World, or Time, whether it 
was pollible for it to have a Begin- 
ning, vrEnd;or no; whether there 
can be an Infinite Namber, or no, 
&c.) In all theſe kinds of Queſti- 


-ons, tho” only concerning Natural 


things,yet we muſt confeſs oor Rea- 
ſon to be 'puzled;, and ſo what 
concerns the Attributes, and Na- 
tace of 'God, if there be-any thing 
above our Reaſon taught us in Scri- 
pture, it is not the faulc of Reli- 
gion, but of our own Minds, and - 
their Incapacity, that we do not 
comprehend it (ic all concerns In-- 
finity, which we are unable to com- 
prehend, or treat of; ) Bi that 


there ſhould be. ſuch Difficukies, - 
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and Contradictions in out Appre- 
.henfions of a thing ſo entirely 1i- 
able to our Senſes, as a piece of 

Bread 1s, one would not ſuſpect. 
Indeed jf the Church of Rome had 
told us, there -are an infinite num- 
ber of parts of matter in that Bread, 
we might have yielded-to them. 
But for.them to tell us that there 
are an infinite number of Bodies of 
Men, and all ſix foot long, in a 
_ piece of-Bread of an Inch long, and 
.all this infinice number of Bodies 
in this one lump, to be but one Bo- 
dy whillt it is all together, and all 
theſe Millions of Bodies that are on 
earth, to be not different from, but 
the ſame with one another, and 
with that One Glorified Body that 
is in Heaven; Thar at the Conſe- 
cration, that Body comes down 
from Heaven, tho? it ſtir not at all; 
. That it is Eaten by every one that 
'receives the- Sacrament, and yet 
"continues to be Eaten by thouſands 
of others ſtill ; That it neither nou- 
| riſheth 
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'Tiſheth as fleſh, nor hath any pro- 
perty of Fleſh-according .to.them+- 
ſelves, for it may be eaten in Leps, 
that itis real fleſh, tho? no- fleſh ap» - 
pear, and that there is no Bread, 
tho? only Bread appear ; that when 
it is mouldy, - or eaten by Rats and 
Mice, that neither Bread nor-Fleſh-- 
is mouldy, .or eaten by theſe Rats - 
and Mice : All theſe, and innume- 
rable more Contradictions are con- 
tained in this Doctrine of Tranſub- 
ſtantiation, Beſides that this: Do- 
fArine, as taught in the-Church of 
Rome, is contrary alſoto Scripture, - 
which calls it Bread when -it- is:ea- 
ten, 1 Cor. 11. Let a man 'examine-* 
himſelf, and ſo let him eat of that 
bread,. and in many other places. ' 


But now if :afrer all it ſhould be 
true, that Chriſt ſhould 'be in the 
Sacramenty/ 2s the-Papiſts imagine z 
yet ou, Reaſon, and Senſes ſo fully 
informitrg us the: Contrary, and 
"our Saviour having -no where bid 
| 'F 5 us 
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us lay fide our Reaſon or Senfe in 
this caſe, but He himfelf even af- 
ter his Reſurrection appealing to 
the Reaſon and Senſe of St. {he- 
mas for the verity of. bis Fleſh 
and Bones ,. we may. be fure that 
he would excuſe our Uanbelief 
when we have fo many Arguments 
againſt ir, and nothing for it, bur. 
one ſingle expreſſion, which is un- 


doubredly Figurative as to the Cup,. 


for he calls it Cup, inſtead of Wine: 
in| the Cup;.. and we may juſtly 
think it is ſo Figurative as to the 
Sread, when he calls it his Body. 
For the Eaſtern Nations,. and efpe- 


Cially the Fews, very much uſe ſuch. 


Figurative Expreſſions z and our 
Saviour elſewhere calls himſelf the 
eras Vine, the Way, the Door, 
which no man certainly ever under- 
ſtood in a literal ſenſe. But eſpe» 
cially the Church of Rome fo ſtridt» 
ty requiring the higheſt: Divize 


Honours. to be paid to that which ' 
oppears. under the form of Bread 


and 


A 
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and Wine, We are infinitely; the 
moſt ſafe in paying it no Divine 
Honours, becauſe we have all the 
reaſon in the World'to believe, ic 
is nothing. -but Bread. and Wine. 
And if it ſhould be-as the-Papiſts - 
ſuppoſe, we may be. ſure Chrift 
would excuſe us, .if 'we Worſhip;: 
him, and Pray to him as in Heaven. 
ſiting at the right .hand. of God, . 
tho? we take nonotice of him here, 
where, (09m = meg Ho t 
appears but: at beſt sncognito,- and * 
hath no _— SIRE ED 
Worſhi as Corporally preſent 
there : And God declarey himſelf 
jealowa God 25 to his Worſhip; and 
therefore if he ſhould not be there in 
Body, they cannot. deny bur- they 
commit flat Idolatry. And yet the - 
worſhipping-of (the Hoſt, as 3h 
call it-, is of 'all things'\rhe mot 
firitly enjoy, and infiſted: on, - 
28 if there: were no-danger 'at all: 
of giving God's Glory-to anothed, , 
and-'proyoking+his- jeatoulie. 'Amd: 
23%. yet. 


.yet accordiag to the Papiſts them- 

ſelves, the Elevation of the Hoſt.,. 
and the Worſbipping of it by. the 
people, hath been! bur lately or- 
dained in the Church of Rome it 
elf; and it is not to this day pra- 
Qiſed in all the Eaſtern Churches, 
and the appointing a Feaſt for 
it, called the Feaſt of God, and the 
. Worſhipping it, when carried in 
Proceſſion, or to a-Sick perſon, is 
of a later date. 

For the ſame Reaſon alſo I am 
very fhy of uſing any Jmags in Di- 
vine Worſhip z For I cann6t. but 
think that Images were forbidden 
the Fews in the Second Command- 
ment, and are forbidden us ſtill. 
And tho* the Church of Rome pre- 
tends that they are Afſiſtances to 
Devotion; I cannot but think them 
to be rather hiadrances, and di- 
Rrattions. And that a man muſt 
be very ſenſual, and immerſed ia 
matter, whom an Image will aſliſt 
is his Apprehenſions of God, or 

make 
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,make to be more devoutly affeted 
- towards him. 1 am ſure they are 
An inſufferable offence to both Fews 
.and Txrks, and make them ſo averſe 
to Chriſtianity, that there is no 
hopes of Converting them. And 
yer no man can ſay that the Wor- 
ſhip of-them is at all neceſſary, and 
all muſt grant they may be intole+ 
zably abuſed, as we find by the 
Old Teſtament they were, and 
from the prattice of the Heathen, 
both of old, and ſtil. And tho®*the 
Learned men in the Church of Rome 
may have better Notions of things, 
yet it is to be feared that the com- 
mon people do perform the ſame 
Worſhip to them, that the Hea- 
then did to-their Images, And if 
the Image only puts people ia mind 
of the Perſon, why ſhould the [- 
mage of the Virgin ary at 4vs 
retto be more eſteemed, than any 
other ? For L cannot fancy it is more 
like the Virgin ary, who certains 
ly wasno Blackamore. Therefore 


by 
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by their running thus to one Image, 


rather than another, they muſt ne- 
cellarily think; thac there is ſome 
Holineſs in the Images themſelves, 
ſome - Divine Vertue- reſidene in 
them, which is the notion, in which 
the Heathens looked on, and wor- 
ſhipped their Images : And God 
himſelf bath (aid, He is a Fealows 


God, eſpecially concerning lmages, 


ja the {ſecond Commandment, which 
the Church of Rome is fo ſenſible of, 


that they ſuffer not their ;people to - 


Read, or Learn that Command- 
ment, leſt they ſhould boggle at the 
worſhip of Images, 


Nor do. / think much better of. 


the Prayers which.they make, and 


the wor ſhip they pay to Saints des - 
parted, though theſe are not Dead, 


and ſcnfleſs, as the Images are. For 


the very praying - to them at all. 


times, in all places, and on al} oc+ 


cafions, argues.that they muſt own . 


fome kind of Omniſcience,and Omnis 


preſencs..in the Saints. For elſe how - 
vs can-. 
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can the Saints hear us, where-ever. 
we are? And all Religious Prayer: 
being a part of Divine Honour, we 
think. it too much to be aſcribed to 
a Creature, efpecially when they. 
pray to a Saint,not only to Pray for 
them, but #o give-them all Bleſlings, 
Spiritual, and Temporal, for Pro- 
tection from all Enemies, Ghoſtly, 
and Bodily, from all Evils ar Sea, . 
and Land : By fo doingthey aſcribe 
-- " of Omnipotency. to the Saint 
alfo. 
And tho they do grant, that the 
Saint gets theſe good things for 
them of -God, yet they are behol- 
den to the Saint, elſe they think;. 
God would not have given them. 
And therefore tho” they own God 
to be the original Anthor, yet they 
look on the Saint, as the immediate 
Bonor, to whom. they are immedi- 
ately, and eſpecially obliged. And 
after all this, they cannot but grane, 
thac there is no neceſſity: of praying 
toa Saint. - Fog they can as we = 

: l 
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-the ſame time pray to God himſelf, 
who, they are ſure, hears them, and 
can help them, and .who will be fo 
far from taking it il}, that he ex- 
peCts to be pray'd to. by us, and is 
called in the Scripture, the God that 
beareth Prayer. 

But tho' God is: ſo willing to be 
pray*d to by us, yet ſtill there are 
ſome Prayers, which I cannot think 
that he is much pleaſed withall ; 
And that is Prayers for the Dead, 
which are ſo conſtantly offered up, 
and make a conſiderable part of the 
Devotions of the Church of Rame. 
For whatever Inltances are found in 
the Primitive Charch of- Prayers 
for the Dead, were only either -E- 
vidences of their Belief of the Souls 
living after Death, which they 
thought proper to Inculcate, and 
by this means to Evidence in a Hea» 
then World ; or elſe were Arg» 
ments of their own abundent Cha» 
rity, and: of the Imperfet ſtate-2s 
to Happinefs; 1n which. they ſup- 

| poſed 
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poſed the Beſt men to be till the 
general-ReſurreCtion ; but it is e- 
vident, they had no knowledge of 
thoſe Purgatory Pains, which are 
now the only occaſion of the pray- 
ers for the Dead in the Church of 
Rome. And accordingly they prop 
only for the Beſt people, for ſuch of 
whoſeſalvation and happineſs there 
was no doubt, as the Virgin Mary, 
and Apoſtles ; which is direttly 
contrary to the preſent Doctrine, 
and praCtice of the Church of 
Rome. 

Anditho? the Ancients, on ſome 
miſtaken Notions, concerning the 
ſtate of the Soul, did ſometimes 
thus Pray for the Souls of good 
men, yet ſeldom or never for the 
Souls of bad men. Nor did they 
make that il} uſe of it, that is-now 
made in the Roman Communion, 
For now in the Church of Rome, ne+ 
thing is ſo eaſily fecured, as Erer- 
nal Salvation, the Abſotution of a 
Prieſt being ſufficicat for that, 

There- 
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Therefore al} that any man need 
fear, is only the Puniſhment of Pur- 
gatory ; and to pray for their deli- 
verance thence, is half the buſineſs 
of their ſurviving Friends, and the 
Purchace perhaps of half their E- 
ſtates. Bur if the Juſtice of God 
would not paſs by, or forgive this. 
Temporal Puniſhment, as they cal 
it, before the Perſon's Death, and 
whilſt he might amend, and/be 
made better by the uſe of the means. 
of Grace, how can we think that 
God ſhould pardon him now,. ſee- 
ing there is no hope of his growing 
berter. 7 cannot indeed {o mich 
wonder that the Church now {ſhould 
be glad'to have this Opinion pre- 
yail among the people; Bur 7 ad- 
mire that the people, or indeed any- 
that love Truth, ſhonld rely, or 
depend on ir,eſpecially ſeeing there 
is not one word-in Scripture to en- 
courage this Opinion, nor one In- 
ſtance of Prayer for the Dead; not 
any ſuppoſition of any Fire in = 

other. 
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other World, but that which never 
ſhallbe quenched; nothing but vehe- 
ment Exhortatians to work while 57 
# called to day, before the Night of 
Death comes, when no man can work ; 
altogether another kind of method 
of Salvation, than is now taught, 
and practiſed in the Church of 
\Rome. 

I might alſo inſiſt on many other 
Artickes, and ſhew them to be /n- 
mnovations,or Additions to the Faith, 
23 of the ſeven Sacraments, Tradi- 
trons, Sacrifice of the Maſi, Commu- 
nion in one kind, Indulg ences, aſcri- 
bing ſuch vertue to /nſtitutions of 
their own, viz. « CMonaſtick Life, 
Holy Water, Croſſing themſelves, 
their DoCtrine of Merit, and Su- 
pererogation, of the Pope's power to 
Depoſe Princes, abſolve Subjcts from 
therr _— (which, { perfwade 
my ſelf, St. Peter would never have 
T—y to,) of the lawfulneſs of 

my their Faith with — ; 
and eſpecially, ſeeing they of the 
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- Church of Rome inſiſt on theſe,' as 
-the very Foundation of Religion, 
and will promiſe you Salvation, if 
you do but own, and profeſs.theſe, 
let your Life be what is will be, ac- 
cording to that ſaying of Terrullian, 
concerning the Hereticks of his 
time, Nangquam facilius proficitur 
quam in caſtris Rebellium, ubi ipſum 
eſſe illic promovers eſt, © 

Bur of all the Points of Fopery 
there have been ſo many, and fo 
excellent Diſcourſes of late writ- 
ten by the Clergy, eſpecially in and 
about the City of London, that I 
need fay no more, byt, refer my 
Reader to them. 


CHAP. 
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' CHAP. VI. 
Of Civil Converſation. 


_—Oo——_ the World be one of 
the Enemies which 1 am war- 
ned of in Scripture, and in my 
Baptiſm 1 cenounce and promiſe to 
fight againſt,. and though the il} cu- 
ſtomes and examples in it are too 
ofren a Snare to many : yet ſtill 1 
am taught in the Church of Eng- 
land; that I may lawfully,and ought 
to converſe in it. For as it hath 
dificulties and temptations to Vice, 
ſo it gives alſo occaſion to exerciſe 
our Vertues ; and therefore -is no 
more evil or dangerous than our 
life it ſelf here, which is a ſtate of 
trial, in which i is expetted that 
we mult do good and ſuffer hard- 
ſhip ia order to. an Eternal m_—_— 
wi An 
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And 1 cannot thiok that the wiſe _ 


and good God would,not only have. 
ſent us into the World, bur alſo 
have made ſo many imployments 
neceſſary and uſeful in order to our 
ſubſiſtence here, if it bad been a 
ſin to manage thoſe employments, 
or to converſe with thoſe that do. 
Therefore 7 reſt fully aſſured that 
what-ever employment is neceſlary, 
or uſeful in the World, is alſo law- 
ful ; and what-ever is lawful, may 
be lawfully managed by my ſelf, or 
any other good Chriſtian. St. Fobn 
the Baptiſt, the Fore-runner of ous 
Saviour , when the Publicans and 
Souldiers came to ask him what 
they ſhovld do, doth not bid them 
lay down their employments, as 
either unlawful, or unfit, or unſafe, 
but gives them good and uſeful 
Rules, fitted to their ſeveral caſes; 
bur ſuffers them {till to conrinue 
in their employments : and yet 
rhoſe two employments ſeem as 
much to expoſe Mew to temptati+ 
TT - * ONSz 
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ons, and to have as much to be ſaid 
againſt them as any. And we find 
the Apoſtles, and particularly Saint 
Pawl in his Epiſtles, to-give advice 
to Perſons of all-kind of conditions, 
and to preſcribe Rules concerning 
the carrizge and behaviour of Huſ- 
bands and Wives, Parents and Chil= 
dren, Maſters and Servants, Magi= 
ſtrates and P in Church and 
State, and both Superior and Infe- 
rior; which is to me an undeniable 
| —_—_— in every one of theſe 
Relations, one may live as becomes 
a good Chriſtian. 

And particularly as to Goyern= 
ment and Magiſtracy, 7 am ſo far 
from thinking it unlawful, that Z 
eſteem it neceſſary, and look on is 
as one of the moſt Sacred things in 
the World; for it is of God's ap- 
pointment, and on the maintainin 
of which , the good of Manki 
doth much depend. 

And of all kinds of Government 
T like Monarchy, is being a refem- 


i: blance 
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blance of the higheſt, -and'the beſt 
fitted for preventing Faftions and 
Diviſions, and for the more regu- 
lac adminiſtration of affairs, and 
ſeems naturally to derive it ſelf 
from Paternal Authority, or the 
power of Fathers over their Chil- 
dren ; every Father of a Family, 
or Patriarch of old time, as Adam, 
Seth, Noah, Sem, Abram, Jacob, 
being a kind of King over their 
Children and Grand-children; and. 
fo the Name of Father is thought 
at length to have been changed into. 
that of King, for ſo we find Kings in. 
Scripture frequently called Fathers 
And they are always ſuppoſed to 
have that ſame care and tenderneſs 
over their People, as a Father hath 
for his Children and Family; 'and 
accordingly may. juſtly challenge 
the ſame kind of hearty love and 
ſervice, and obedience from them. 

And eſpecially. in this Countrey 
F hold my ſelf bound, as far as I 
can, to ſupport and maintain, the 
IE Monarchy, 
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Aeonarchy, in all the juſt and anci- 
ent Frick of it: for it is the form 
.of Goverament that bath been al- 
mays eſtabliſhed and is uſe here, 
and is in the frame of our Laws and 
Conſtitutions ſo conſtantly reſpect- 
ed, that it is a dreadful danger, as 
well as ſin to endeavour any change 
or alteration of Government. And 
if there be any right on earth, ſure- 
ly Monarchy hath right with us, 
and hath at leaſt as good a title to 
all_ its Powers, Rights and Privi- 
ledges, as any of its SubjeCts can 
| have to their Honours, Properties 
and Lis: And I tbink my ſelf 
bound to do what I can,to maintain 
this Monarchy in its true Line ang 
Succeſhonz the Monarchy of Eng- 
land being always eſteemed as 
. truly. an Hereditary and Succeſlive 
a Monarchy as-any in the world; 

- 'the Crown deſcending from Fa- 
thers to Children, whether Males 
or Females, not liable to be diſ- 
_ poſed, Feoecd, or ſold, nor de- 


pending 
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pending on any eleQion, or choice 
of the People z and recording to 


this miechod our-pitſcie Kitty eft- | 


Joys the Crown , who hath; 55'l 
reve; the trueft and mbſſt- atici- 
ent right to his Crowtts thit any 
King in the known parts of- the 
'World hath : for tho? the Succeſſi- 
on hath had ſometirhes inrerropt]- 
ons, and the Crown hath been vid- 
lently feized on, yer ſill the right 
ro Sncceffion was then generally 
owned, and the interruptions were 
afterwards cenſir?d as Ufurpati- 
ons3 and whatever irregularities 
there were ſdnterimes for a white, 
yer at laft the ſtrezin id recorh ih- 
To its true chanel, atid rhe Mottat- 
ehy became ſo fetfed by. the F- d 
roviderice of God; that *s far 'as 
ſtory can inforrh'tis, our prefer 
King. is Heir both bf rhe Saxon, 
Norman at\d Scottiſh. Littes. And 
our Kings being both by, the Laws 
of God, and 'affo by 'the Laws 
of our Land, Nuppoted'rs _—_— 
them- 
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themſelves towards their Snhjects, 
not-as Malters towards their Slaves, 
bur as Parems cowards their Chil- 
dren, and to deal with tiftm 2G» 
gordingly : I take (care therefore 
alſo to pay him the ſame kind of 
true filial obedience, ſervice and 
ſubmiſſion, asv0 a Parent, to Pray 
for him, and 'wiſh him well, to be 
tender of 'his Honour, and careful 
of his Good, neither 'to wrong 
him my felf, nor ſuffer others te 
wrong him, as far as is in my power, 
to1look on him as one fet over us by 
God for good, and to reſpett him 
Confſcientiouſly on this account -: 
And this | look on as a'better'foiw- 
dation for true Loyalty and Obedi- 
ence,than fear. For that Prince'that 
only deſigns to terrifie his SubjeRs 
and keep'them in awe, hath but a 
very uncertain hold of his People. 
And as thus Goverament is ne- 


ceſſary in the world, and Monarchy 


is lawfully eſtabliſhed among us, fo 
for a 'man to have a ſhare of this 
G 2 Go» 
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Government, and to be ſubſervient 
to the Monarchy,is not only lawful, 
but for him to diſcharge ir well, ic 
is excFeding commendable z he 
thergby will purchaſe a bleſſing tg 
himſelf from God, and 'be a pub- 
lick bleſſing to the World. AndI 
am not aſhamed of the meanneſs of 
my place and rank whatever ic is 
for in every Government or Body 
of men that live together, there 
muſt needs be a great variety of 


Employments, ſome higher, ſome 


lower , ſome more, ſome.leſs ho- 
nourable,yet the meaneſt,if honeſt, 
are both uſeful for the good of the 
whole ,- and may be lawfully ma- 
naged by a Chriſtian. And tho' I 
will not thruſt my ſelf into another 
man's office and buſineſs, that be- 
ing the certain cauſe of diſorder 
and confuſion, nor am I very for- 
ward to ſolicit or ſue for any pub- 
lick employment, for I conſider 
the weight and moment of it, for 


which 1 muſt give an account both 
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to-God and the Pnblick, and it is 
poſſible that by .my having this 
place I may exclude another that 
will manage ir betrer : yet when 1 
am lawfully called or appointed to 
any place, | refuſe it- not, know- 
ing that ſome body mult have all 
theſe places, and tho? 1 am not ſo 
ſure of my own abilities, yet 1 am 
as ſure of my own integrity and de- 
ſire to do good, as any can be; 
and I am ſenſible that iregrity goes 
a great way towards the diſcharge 
of my truſt : but 1 do not by rea» 
fon of trouble or charge avoid any 
office even in my own Pariſh; for 
by every one of theſe I ſerve God, 
and my Neighbours, the Church 
and State, and alittle pains or mo- 
ney lajd'out in ſo good a cauſe, is a 
great gain. If theplace that I have 
be honourable or beneficial, I look 
not ſo much at the profit or honour 

it; as at the truſt repoſed in me, 
and the opportunity that I have by 
it of doing. good ; and to ſtir up 
G 3 my 
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my ſetfto 2 careful management of 
the truſt | have, I conhder that 
both God and Man will expeCt that 
whilſt am in this place, 1 ſhould 
be- more uſeful in the World than 
other men, or elſe my account will 
de fad at the laſt Jay» And this con= 
fideration will have another good 
effec on me, it will make me alſo 
more willing to leave or part with 
this place tho' very beneficial z to 
be fure, it will make me keepit no 
longer than I can with hanour, and 
a ſafe and good Conſcience, ; -: 

And by my doing my Duty ho- 
neſt ty and diſcreetly, tho? butin an 
inferiour place, perhaps | may ſtop a 
gap, by which miſchief might come 
10the Publick;, may encourage my 
Infertours, ſhame my Superiours, if 
they are remiſs, and give a good ex- 
ample to all; and this is of mani- 
fold advantage to the Publick. 

And ſo if | have any Vote ar if 
tereſt for the choice of a Member in 
Pactiament, or any publick _ 

er 
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ſer or Officer, or the diſpoſal of 
hy employment pay ich.the Pub- 
ick is concern d, I do nothing for 
favour or friendſhip, I regard not 
any kind of Intereſt or obligation 
of my own; for I always think 
that. regard 15 firſt to be had to the 
Publick and the gogd of.ic : and 
Fhereiore | employ my pains and 
intereſt; for ſuch as,l verily believe, 
are fitteſt for it inthemſelves, and 
will d0.gnoſt'good to the Publick, 
bot ay to Chucch and State, For 1 

dt highly unreaſonable. that 
any-Kind of Publick Office or em- 
ployment, ſhould be beſtowed as 
a reward for former Services or 
kindneſſes to. my ſelf, for by ſuch 
kind of tranfaRions, 1 plainly ſell 
the Publick to pay my own private 
debit: ape; objjgarions. 

ext tothe publick, I reckon my 
ſelf eſpecially concerned for my 
own Family ; that being ſo particu- 
yt cammirted.to my charge, that : 
I only am accountable for them. - - 
* S's .. My 
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My Wife I not only tke care of, 
bur ſhew all reſpect and kindneſs to 
her,as to my beſt and deareſt friend 
in the World ; for ſo by my marry- 
ing her, I took and own'd her ; and 
in the Church before God and the 
Congregation, I promiſed I would 
ſo carry my ſelf towards her, and I 
can never expeCt the bleſſing of 
God, if | break a vow ſo ſolemnly 
made before God, and in ſo great a 
Caſe. And to put my ſelf the more 
efſettually in mind of this; 'I. aften 
read over the Office, of Matrimony, 
to ſtir up my ſelf to a ſtrift' obſer- 
.vance of my Vow there, and to 
' prevent my varying from it. 

If I have a Father or Mother a- 
live, I not only pay them all pol- 
file .reſpe@t and obſervance, hut 
give them all kind of aid and ſup- 
port that I am able, on every oc- 
caſion, as being both commanded 
ſo to do by God, and alſo in grati- 
tude for what they have done for 
me ; and further, as ar'engagement 
on 
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en my own Children to ſhew the 
ſame duty to their Mother and me, 
when we ſhall be old. | 

To my Children I ſhew the ſame 
tenderneſs, as to my Wife, and 
give them, as I am able, ſuch edu- 
cation and inſtruQtion, as tnay keep 


them ſtriftly vertuous and -Religt- 


ons, and make-them-uſeful to the - 
Wortld,as well as dutiful,;and com- 
forts tomy Wife and my ſelf.” And 


. Frakecare foto bring them up, and 


= them *in order to their 

ubſiſtence, that they may-have ſome 
honeſt and induſtrious 'way of en- 
ploying theiyrime,and maintaining 
themſelves# Eſpecial regard beitey 


"had ro ſuch a way-of living, as, 1 


think, wil be beſt for their Souks 
good. For I am notar all-follicitous 


'toleave them! a great Eſtate, but 


only ſuch a Portion as ſhall be anag- 
ſiſtance and encouragement t6 tHotr 
vertve; to their diligence,and indw- 
ſtry; but not a maintenance for their 
yanity; and .an- incentive to their + 

G5 Luxu-. 


FL 


448 Of Ciuil Converſation. 
Luxury; for that may be a Snare, 
rather than a Bleſſing to them, 

If I have Brothers and Siſters, 
though Jiyiog far diſtant from me, 
yet I have a very particular con- 
cern for them, as being naturally 
_ the ſame- Family with my 

If, and are therefore #n an eſpe- 
cial maaner the objets.of my love, 
2nd of my care, and though I: have 
nodirect authority over them, yer 
I muſt never be wanting :n good ad- 
vi& and admonition to them z and 
yetToall People of a good temper, 
advice and counſel, wall. go-as far 
ene rr pace Iran, r eſpe- 
Ciplly if #©.be given with that ten- 
derneſs and aﬀfetion, yhich is due 
to-perſons ſo nearly related tome. 

[My ;Seryants 1 treat with ſuch 
wmentlencſs and kindneſs, as may 
Wake 4hem thankful to;God, chear- 
ful: iin-their condition, as well. as 
willingly ſerviceable and faichful.to 
ne. Hor 1 look on them .as Bre- 
vhawo, both by nature, and > 

\ IPÞ&, 
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I, and that we are all Servants 


d of all, and 
i Regs. ;9 Perſons with 
having commirged. 


Ws r - - uſe, I <5. | | 
only tak Ea god and 


TE 


ott hem 44 4 
; nay 0. ] take ng-- 
; they: come to- the Publick - 
=; Fipeclally apSoodeyy and 
Family-praygrs .cuery days and A” 
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time for the- Service of God in 
vate. But then — pers ng =» 
allow themfor t 
tions, I make as My as . Foun We that 
they thus ſpend it, and hot in idfe- 
neſs, or talk with one 2nother. 
,To all my Family in general, TI, 
make.my ſelf as eaſie as | can, | 
_ difficult _ ed ppore's: lo reac 
£0 forgive = gc e& of 
for I Ba ſenſi 2 rae infirmt- 


tes and faults eſpecially-a inſt 
God; on the confideration of $1 hich 


only, I think my felf doutd'20- be 
mild towards others © me; - 
their offences' againſt. me; *being ' 
againſt fewer and obligations, 
than mine are againk God, and*l 


aying toGod ſo often every da 

oo 4 ones me my trepaſſes, As 7 
ergive them that trefpaſi agamfs. me. 

$ 1 contra nor friendſhip or 
extraordinary familiarity with any 
bad man, or ill affefted-to Church 
er State, both for the ſake of my 
own reputation, and my own ſafe- 
ty 


ty 
i ab 
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{ at intimate acquaintance, with 
a ba man, refle&ting always on his 
;M0pay hs,and Vice being alwa 
Jer) toys): fo when I'do chil 
A Friend, and profeſs ay" kindnefs 
extraordinary, I am not only real 
and ſincere in my friendſhip with- 
aur defign or, tricks,” but make'ir a 
'part.of my ſtudy and bufineſs, har 
my friend may be thebetrer for me. 
HI ſee any thing fir for him t6 do, 
I put him in mind of it, and adviſe 
him dy ; if 1 ſee him do any 
thing amiſs, I admoniſh him, alfa, 
and as kindly reprove him, which 
is no other than what I woukd have 
him do to me : IfI can aſſiſt him it 
any buſineſs, I do it willingly and 
readily, and am not guns of my 
trouble or ordinary _— or him; 
I reckoning it as one of ghe worſt 
propetties of men, who ſometimes 
fo love-their own eaſe, that they 
will not ſo much as ſtic out of theic 
Seat, to do.another the greateſt 
kindneſs. And though 1 am thus 
ready 


m— 
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Teady to belp, and Ald my Friend, 
Yet 1 take. Care 2 he 
pry [chan I promile 11 
26 Ag ? Fo ir 
the way of the. Wor 
of MW meſ, that theis ji Fol an P2194 


rel 7; t they. "Key : th 4 


phages, men iy | 
» they yh ic thou 
emſelves ſh re hey hes refore - 


by my Hrs ph t 


ay Friend, or promiſi 
1 jgtend, [ ork Hrowide 2 4 
*ppoigtm MPF which m 1,1 P2uoly 
pen, keep him, me pl Eaſe and 


pF » and-yet ſhew my frien ſhip 
to him as much. And the Carriage 
which h have thus expreſſed, 1 uſe 
towards my Friends, or fi = as 
chooſe Burt of the World, 
more, intimate familiarity, | 
alſo towards my mills | - 
tions, whom God hath as jt--were 
recommended tomy Friendſhip ang 
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Acquaintance, by making them ſo 


by nature allied to me.- | 
Towards all my Nei pours, that 
T own. 


live in the ſame Pariſh or 


with. me, of what rank or qualiry- 
ſoever they arc, and indeed to 

that are not only Chriltians in ge- 
neral , but Members of the ſame 
Cbucch and Nation with my ſelf, I 
take care-to diſcharge all the Ofh- 
ces of Fuſtice, Charity agd Kijnanef,, 


that the Goſpel requires of one man 


to anather. And accordingly I nox 
only do:them no wroug, by taking 
from them by ſtealth or oppreſſion, 
by cheating or over-reaching , by 
flander -or backbiting ; but 1 am 
Krit to give them whatever by 
any kind of right belongs to them. 
Heace I make as much conſcience 
to-pay my debts, or what 1 juſt] 
owe to.another, as 1 do, net toro 
him, or ſteal from bim. As to Cha- 
rity, 1 content not-my ſelf with. gi- 
ving only what. 1 am rated, and fo 
forced to pay to the Poor; but 
hh give 
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Offering of my. owt, according 3s 
1 find any more than ordinary preſ- 
ſing occaſion, ( and.ſuch will feldom 
be wanting long to a Man that con- 


verſeth in the World, andhatha . 


mind to do good): and although the 
meaſure of Charity is not defined j 
Scripture, yet 1 conſider that thi 
Zens were obliged to give neara 
fifr 


ki part of their yearly incotne td, 


the Prieſts and Levites, and the 
poor *# And Tam ſute that the gene» 


ralfaulkk of Men, is, that ey givt 


*% 


Teo little, and therefore I. wil 803 
Hep further than ordinary ;, a 


rcely any Man givesenvugh, that 
dots only give what is perfedtly 
ſuperfiuoas ro him, what he doth nor 
arall feel;and therefore 1 can fcarce- 
ly think I give as much' as I ovghr, 
vonleſs'I do at leaſt. fomewhar a- 
bridge my felf by my Charity. By 
ſuch rules as theſe I govern my Cha- 
Tity, and by ſuch Motives and Con- 
fiderations, I ſtic up my (edf rot: , 
0 An 


give alſo conſiderably as a free-will |. 
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And though only a few pethaps 
nee my Charity, yet] a) hd 0 
exerciſe KindneF towards all, the 
Apoſtle commanding us not on]y ta 
be juſt and charitable, but to be pi- 
tiful and courteow ;, to be far from 
the temper and practice of ſome, 
who love to provoke and inflame ; 
for 1 eſteem it 'my duty, as far as I 
can, ta. þe civil and obliging to all, 
according to the Apoſtle's advice, 
for every man to pleaſe his Brother 
to edification: For this not only ren- 
dersMens lives morehappy in them- 
ſelves, but alſo conduceth much to 
"the peace of the World : And when 
men 3re in good temper, they are 
better prepared, & more eaſily won 
over to any good, znd riot ſo liable 
to any Temptations of the Devil. . 
" Toall men, and on all occaſions, 
I praQtiſe ſincerity, and hate de- 
ceit, and tho? I know it not neceſſa-. 
ry far me to tell every man all that 
I know or think; yet I will never 
tell any man contrary to whatt 
know, 


— 
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know, or think : for I reckon that 
falſeneſs and deceitfulneſs is the 
laſt thing to be pardon'd by God 
or man; and they that deceive '0- 
hers, it 1s juſt with God that they 
be deceiyed themſclyes, and it ſcl- 
dom fails, but that God takes ſuch 
people in their own craftineſs. 

' Tho? 1 know that our Law doth 
alow Suits for ſmall things, and 
thatifa man will, he may be trou- 
bleſoine to his N eighbours on many 
occaſions which will dayly happen, 
and which are perhaps juſt ptoyo- 
cations, at leaſt according to the 
cuſtom of the world ; yet I reckon 
my ſelf bound to bear with many 
things, and not to take every ad- 
yantage againſt my Neighbour, 
| which the Law may bear me our, 
in: for I am ſenſible thag Humane 
Laws do allow of many. things: 
that are not very becoming of: a 
Chriſtian, Nay, even if I be de- 
famed and ſpoken Ill of (tho? no- 
thyog is deazer to a,man than his 
repu- 
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repugatipn ) if 1 know my ſelf igr 
nocent, L will gaks all prudent and 
Chriſtian ways. to clear my ſelf; 
yet I will not let every. paſhonate 
expreſſion againſt me, be the ac- 
calion of quarxel, bur rather pity 
the infirmities of humane nature, 
then highly reſent ſuch miſufider» 
ſtandings and offences that are tz- 
ken, tho* unjuſtly, at me. And1lam 
ſure that by my thus bearing pa» 
tiently an unjult aſperſion, 1 ſhall 

« Not only pleaſe God, but alſo win 

eyenon my enemies, who aſſuxed- 

ly will ſeE their error; and ſo ac- 
cording to Rom. 12. 7 ſhall over» 
coms evil with good. 

What Efate | have, I always 
reckon that it is not given me on- 
ly for my own uſe, and to enjoy 
my ſelf with, but eſpecially ro do 
good on private and publick oceg» 
ſhons. And therefore, as on this 
conſideration, I muſt not ſpend it 
all on my ſelf, ſp alſo in prudence 
(iho'l abhor coyerouſneſs as much 
as 
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2s prodigality, yet") I feckon 1 
ought to live always below-my in- 
come,' tho? not niggardly, and ſ6- 
I make ſome proviſion and allow» 
ance for extraordinary caſes and 
charges, that will frequently hap- 
pen., And in order t6 my full con- 
tent of mind, and to prevent my 
uſing any unjuſt or unfit ways of 
enriching my ſelf; in the firſt place, 
I make it my buſineſs ſo to regulate 
my paſlions as not to defere, and my 
way of living in the world, as not » 
to want a great Eſtate or large In- 
come : and then I have*reaſon to 
hope, that if God ſhould give me 
more, I ſhould be both more” mo+ 
derare in the uſe of it, and employ 
it better than elſe | ſhould do. And 
however ſcanty my fortune, or 
mean my ſtation in the world is, 
(if Tam not ſinfully acceſſory to the 
bringing of my ſelf into this condi- 
tion) I am not at all aſhamed of ir; 
for poverty is nofault or occaſion of 
ſhame, -but 1 reckon that I may wh | 
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be. ia the favour of God, and alſo 
benefit the world, if 1 diſcharge ict 
honeſtly, and diſcreetly. Bur the 


.more [I receive from God, I always 


reflet how. much more thankful ro 
God, . better in my ſelf, and uſeful 
in the world, ought I to be than 0- 
ther men: and whether my Eſtate 
increaſe or decreaſe, or be more or 
leſs ( unleſs by my owa faulc) 1 
have always this conſideration be- 
fore my eyes, that the leſs I have, 
the leſs I -muſt certaioly give an 
account of, and this 1 am ſure is the 
trueſt ground of contentment in 
every condition. As to the *em- 
Jloyment of my Time; 1 reckon it 

great part of Prudence, and much 
conducing to the happineſs of life, 
ſo to accuſtom my ſelf, that I may 
always have ſomewhat to do, thar 
I may have ſome way of ſpending 
my time by my ſelf, with uſeful- 
neſs and ſatisfattion. - 

. And I not being obliged and 


forced to work all day teng, as day- 


labou- 


—_— 


Ls 


COTA 
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labourtts, and trrany Farmers and 
Artfficers are, but having fore 
time t6 ſpare, froth 'the - exerciſe 
of Devotion in poÞlitk or privitez 
the baſinefs of my calting, and the 
charitable vflices that 1 meh 
tioned already ; I take care roem- 
ploy it as well and uſefully as I can 
for others and my felf, Time be- 
inga Talent which God hath in- 
truſted us with, and forthe ſpend- 
ing of which we muſt one day be 
called to a ftrift account. And 
beſides this Religious 'confidera- 
tion, I reckon itis one of the moſt 
miſerable ard unhappy conditions 
in the wortd, for a man to live ſo, 
as that his time is a burden tohinf; 
and yet it is the want of having 
ſome uſeful 255d handſome way of 
employing his time, that makes a 
Gentleman ſomerimes the'moſt mi- 
ſerable crearvre in the world, and 
the only uſeleſs part of Gods Crea- 
tion. Tf the time of year, or wea- 
ther, or his health be ſuch that Ke 
| cannot 
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cannot Hawk or Hutt, he is un- 


' denty and therefore is almoſt forc'd 


rorhe pitifal ſhift of Drinking, td 
ps away time, tho* to tht loſs of 

is Time, the abkſe of hls Reaſon, 
and the prejudice of his Health, 
and Eſtare. Now that I may ne- 
ver beat ſnch a fad lofs, as that my 


 Timefhorld hang on my hands, bur 


that1rmay be able to ſpend a rainy 


tay at home Soberly and to -Sa- 


tisfa&tion;z And tho? I make £ 
part'of Learning my Trade or Bu- 
ſinefs yo inure'my ſelf to fome 
kind ogy, as being ſenſible 
the all Knowledge and Learning,is 

e improving of a man's mind,is a 
_ proper imployment for aman's 
time, and wjll generally be of real 
ufe and adyantage in Life. 


"Afd firſt, a Knowledge of our 
Riligivi, boi - 


h #s Chriſtian in ge- 
neral, and'av ir ſtands diſtinguiſhed 


from other kinds of Chriſtjan Re- 


Iigion in the world; is very ne- 


_ ceffary# 'For ſecing the ——_— 
0 


*". 162 Of Civil Converſaion, 


time 2nd. ſtndy. _ And true Reli- 
gion being the will of God, it eye- 
ry way deſerves my thought and 
contemplation z and by my under- 
ſtanding my own Religion well, I 
ſhall by the bleſſing of God,keep my 
ſelf more ſteddily from being ſedy- 
ced into any ill opinion ar practice. 

After Reon. the Laws of our 
 ownCovntry ought to be known and 
ſtadied by me, and every man. For 
1 ſhall ofcen have occaſion. for a 
knowledge in the Laws. If I be a 
Juſtice of Peace, or if 1 be a High- 
"Conſtable, Petty-Conſtable, o#in 
any Office, Ciyil or Military z or if 


1T be, but empannel'd on a Jake @ * 
e Law 


"competent knowledgf in t 


is neceſſary ; that I may, underſtand | 


how far my power goes, what my 
place or office allows, or requires, 
what is expeted of me, and what 
not; and this cannot be throughly 
known without reading.agf ſtudy- 


ing 


of my Soul. depends on.it, ſurely 1 
may well allow jt ſome ſharegf my. 
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ing the Law: Beſides by a littl® 
knowledge of the Laws I ſhall b* 
able pechaps ſometimes to make uP 
and compoſe differences among mY 
Neighbours, prevent Suits at-Lawz 
and conſequently the ruine of Fa- 
milies, and breach of Friendſhip. 

Beſides theſe parts of Learning 
which are ſo neceſſary, 1 exerciſe 
my ſelf in others, which I eſteem 
proper diverſions, commendable 
accompliſhments, and which have 
their uſes alſo in life : ſuch as are 
Hiſtory and Chronology, both of 
the World in genetal, 'and alſo of 
our own and neighbour Natjons in 
particular ; topether with the de- 
ſeription and Geography of them. 
For ſome knowledge of this kind 
is neceſſary even in order to diſ- 
courſe,” and for the underſtanding 
but the common news and relations 
of tranſaCtions in the world. There 
isno part of thoſe Sciences which 
they call Mathematical, bur is both 
uſeful and pleaſant, improving 

H and 
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and fining a Man's Reaſon, and 
ſerving to many occaſions of Li 
ſuch as are Geometry, Arithmetick,, 
Aſtronomy , Navigation, Survey- 
ing, Architetture, Fortification , 
Ae. Mblitery, all Natural and 
Experimental Phileſophy. And be- 
ſides theſe, by a man's underſtand- 
ing the Anatomy of his own body, 
by his having ſome knowledge of 
Herbs, ſome $kill in the general 
ounds of Phyſick, he may be 
ometimes helpful to his poor 
Neighbour,' when a Phyſician is not 
near, and may be able at leaſt to 
-paſs a, better judgment -on his 
own, or his Childrens and Fami- 
lies diſtemper. Theſe and other 
ery uſeful parts of Learning there 
are ſufficient to take up a man's 
Life, and there are good Books of 
all theſe Sciences in the Engliſh 
Tongue, and eaſie to be had, and 
which I can cither learn by my 
elf, orelſe with the direQtion and 
aſſiſtance of the Parſon of my > 
riſh, 


d 
; 
| 
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riſh, or ſome other Learned Neigh- 
bour. And 1 cannot but reckon 
that man very ſtupid,that hath ſuch 
a field of Knowledge before him, 
and yet knows not how to ſpend 
his time, and tho? I ſhould perhaps 
have no great edge to any of theſe 
parts of Learning at firſt, yet-let 
me but try them a while, and 1 
ſhall certainly find them the great- 
elt diverſion, and the moſt plea» 
ſant way of paſling time that can 
be ; and ſuch a connexion is there 
among them, that if I do bus 
mind any one Science or part of 
Learnipg with an appetite, I ſhall 
inſenſibly be drawn on to others, 
and find them neceſſary. And all 
theſe Sciences have both the ge- 
neral uſes, to inform our igno- 
rance, and prevent our being decei- 
ved and impoſed on, to refine and 
improve our reaſon, to ſatisfie and 
inlarge our minds, and fig us for 


' Diſcourſe and Converſation; and 


alſo their particular uſes, as ap- 
H2 ply'd 
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ply'd to the ſeveral caſes of Life” 
to which they relate. And my 
having theſe ſo innocent and com- 
mendable ways of ſpending my 
time, will beſides, have many ad- 
vantages; It will keep my mind 
buſie and employ'd, and even 
make me contented ; I ſhall not 
have that uneaſineſs of mind, that 
an idle man hath, nor fall into 
thoſe temptations to which jdle- 
neſs expoſeth men. I ſhall be 
ſome way uſeful to my Neigh- 
bour and the World, adorn and 
cultivate my mind, and thereby 
fet my ſelf- ſo much the farther 
above the Beaſts, avoid many of 
thoſe Errours and Abſurdities, to 
which want of knowledge in theſe 
Sciences often betrays men ; I ſhall 
hereby be more fitted for any kind 
of Publick Employment, Civil or 
Military : And I think it may go 
for a rule, That there is no part 
of good Learning, but a Man will 
lometime haye occaſion for, _ 
, n 
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'find uſeful, let his Employment or 


Quality be whatever it will. 

But beſides this way of employ- 
ing of time in Reading and Study, 
it 1s confeſſed, that is will be necef- 
fary alſo, for a Man to be ſome- 
times in Company, when he viſits, or 
Is viſited, or is obliged to meet 0- 
ther Men on any publick or private 
affair or buſineſs. And tho” theſe 
meetings do too often become a 
Snare, and draw Men into exceſs 
of Wine, Paſſion, &c. which there- 
fore as we are Chriſtians, and have 
Souls to be ſaved, we muſt watch 
againſt : Yet it cannot be denied, 
but that as being in company, and 
converſing with others,yis neceſſary 
in the World, ſo it hath great and 
manifold advantages-; It ſoftens 
Mens tempers, and makes them 
pliable, it reduceth the rules of Re- 
ligion and Prudence into act, it 
cures the mind of that ſowreneſs 
or conceitedneyſs, to which a very 
ectired and Monkiſh perſon. is: top 
* ©: Wy much 
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much expoſed; acquaintance and 
friendſhip is kept up by it, borh 
private and publick affairs are con- 
certed, and much good done many 
ways. But then I take care what I 
can, to prevent or avoid the evils, 
into which keeping company often 
draws men. And therefore if 1 
hear a raſh word ſpoken, though 
againſt my (elf, I do not preſently 
blow t up into a quarrel, but pru- 
dently paſs it by, as ſuppoſing it is 
not the ſetled thoughts of his mind 
that ſpake it; I examine my ſelf, 
what occaſion I have given for ſuch 
ſpeeches ; if I find I have done any 
thing amiſs, I modeſtly own it; and 
if I have wronged him, I am not 
aſhamed to acknowledge it, and 
beg his pardon : Bur if I find I am 
innocent, I doubt not but that he 
will in a ſhort time ſee his error, 
and be aſhamed of himſclf, and 
therefore he need not be ſeverely 
rebuked by me. I believe not eaſily 
ill ſtories told of others, nor Jove 
[0 
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to hear them, nor incourage the 
tellers of them ; what Mens com- 
pany I do not like, Lneither pub- 
_— affront them, nor complain 
of them, but either bear it pati-- 
ently (if it be ſuch a company, as 
| am obliged to be in) and ſo it. 
will teach and inure me to get a 
conqueſt over my paſſions, or elſe 
I wholly abſtain from it, but even 
this I do without making a noiſe, 
or being taken notice of, -as ayoid- 
ing ſuch a Man's company. 

If Thear ſwearing or profaneneſs, 
obſceniry or backbiting, I take the 
liberty ſome way or other to ſhew 
my diſlike of it; if before my Su- 
periours, with a religious modeſty ; 
if among my equals, with freedom  . 
if among. my Inferiours, with ſome 
kind of Authority. For all profane 
and obſcene difcourſe, and yh 
ing on others, is really an affront. 
and wrong to every Man ; | For e- 
very Man hath a right in Religion 
and good manners, and onght to fee - 
H- 4: them . 


_ 
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them, vindicated. And as a Man 
ſhould not ſuffer his Friend. or Rey 
lation to; be abuſed and ſpoken ill 
of nnjuſtly, without ſome way ap- 
pearing in his defence : So ought 
every Man to enveavour to vindi- 
cate Religion and good: manners, 
according to the nature of the place 
in which he is, and the company 
with which he doth converſe. 

On this ground alfo I make it 
part of my buſineſs, when I am in 
company, as often as I have oppor- 
tunity,-to prevent miſunderſtand- 
'ings, and to Conipoſe. differences 
among men; And whatever I hear 
that may provoke Men againſt one 
another, I never divulge, but en- 
deavour by all means to ſuppreſs, 
'and ſo. bope for the bleſſing of 
a Peace-maker, Matt. 5.1 always 
make the beſt of, and put the moſt 
candid interpretaticn that I can, on 
what is done or ſaid, hereby to keep 
People at peace, and ro incourage 
good aCtions in the World. Avg 

| tne 


ure»; 1 eſtecan ir is always the be 
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the more ſlently and: ſecretly, I do 
this, or, any thing of-the, like . 4 

, 


for |the;Icfs it is obſerved, jt will 


always do the moxe good,, and will 


alſo be as ſure or ſurer of a full 


* reward. 


And though 1I-confeſs-I ſeldom 
play at any game, yet when a Man 
is in Company, to pleaſe a friend, 
and to avoid drinking, and ſpeak- 
ing ill of their Neighbours, or the 
publick, 1 cannot but allow, of 
playing at ſome innocent Game or 
Recreation : but ſtill whatever law-- 
ful Recreation-I ,uſe, or Game 1 
play at » I obſerye. ſuch. Rules. as 
theſe, Firſt, Never. to let it take 
up either the moſt, or.tht beſt, bu 
only the refuſe of my time, and the: 
intervals of 'buſineſs, and ſeriouſe: 
neſs. 2. Never to ſpend on recrea*+ 
tions, or. to. venture the loſing ſo: 
much, but what I can well afford,. 
and may lawfully lay out on my 
own diverfion,without ſtreightning; 

H 


3 my; 
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my eſtate, or abridging my charity 
Gfor my Charity muſt not be the 
lefs, but the more liberal, for-what 
I ſpend in recreations : For if 1 can 
afford to throw away fo much, it is. 
always ſuppoſed that I can give 
more.) 3. Never to ſuffer my ſelf” 
to be put in paſſion, or out of hu- 
mour at my loſſes, or diſappoint- 
ments in theſe diverſions, and 
therefore never to deſign gain or 
profit, but health and recreation 
In them, . And then I think there 
is no lawfnl Diverſion, but may be 
ſafely ufed ſome times, if I uſe it 
not too often, ſo is to make it my 
buſineſs and employment, and if 1 
always obſerve a Decorum, to do 
nothing, though lawful in it ſelf, 
at an improper time, or which is 
not fit for my age, place, and ſta- 
tion. For that may be fit for ano-- 
ther, that is not fir for me; and [ 
am ſo far from the common cu- 
ſtome of the World, of cenſuring 
- others for what they commir them- 
\& c ſelves, 


4-05 II 
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| ſelves, that I can ver 
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tiently 
bear with many things Fnother, 
which I will not take the liberty to 
do my ſelf; for I can lawfully and 
commendably abridge my own li-- 


. berty, - but I cannot ſwell impoſe 


on, or charge, or cenſure others : . 


There may be more-excufes made. 


for others than for ttt; atid there- 
fore in all d6ubtful caſes;-T chooſe - 
rather t6- coffirie my felf,; than o- - 
ther —_ S, 

And by bs managing» my - 
ſelf in theſe litel nÞ rm...) Ca- - 
ſes, 1 ſhall not, only keep my Con- - 


ſcience clear, and live" inoffenſively - 


before God and men; but ſhall alſo ; 
contribute to the keeping up Peace, . 
and friendſhip, and good cotre- 
ſpondence among Men, Members + 
of the ſame Church and Nation: : 
For I dire all my adtions, as far 
as | can, to the publick good, and ' 
I always wiſh that the pablick may 
flouriſh rather than my ſelf; and ' 
wiſh that another . may have-this - 


OC rr 
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or that,place or employment, ra- 
ther tha my ſelf, if he will ma- 
"Rage it better, and be, more uſeful 
to the publick. And; from - this 
Pridiciple alſo, 1 will even venture 
or part, with all, to do real ſer- 
vice to the publick, and am nei- | 
ther covgtgus gor timorous, wharg- | 
ever . the. good of the: Publick_is 
concerned. - And haweyer;; in, a 
xwattex of'. 3 privats] EQYCEF ament., 
I may yield up my own IEG to 
pleaſe others; Yet in what the 
good of tit pablick, either 25 to 
Ehurch, or. Stage. js concerned ing. | 
will by no, meags, recede /from my 
Juſt rights, our-of any. kind of, fear 
or complaiſarice ; for in ſo. doing, 1 
Jhould rob Pofterity, I ſhould rob 
not only my ſelf, butall that I love 
moſt, and that depend on me,; and 
betray my;truſt, and lay a {qundati- 
on for a blick miſchief an ruine 3 
and to be ſure God will require fuch 
injuſtice ey at my hands.. 


CHAP, 


CHAP. VI. 


An earneſt perſwaſive to 


| copia inthe Church 


Of, Eng land. 


Uch is my Belief, and ſuch is 
my praCtice ang carriage, ac- 


cording tq the Dodtrine and Com- 


mands of the, Church of England, 
and therefore 1 think a man but 
lictle underſtands. Chriſtianity, or 
hath not any peaceable inclinati- 
ons, that. finds fault with it, and 
that doth. on any accopnt ſeparats 
from it. 

For firſt, it is che Church, which 
is by all kind of Lawfvl Authori- 
ty Setled and Eftablifued in our 

| Na 


band 
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Nations. And therefore if there 
be.any obedience due to.any Com- 
mands of Governonrs in Church 
or State, Communion with the 
Church eſtabliſhed here, is nduty; 
unleſs a man can ſhew any expreſs 
Commands of 'God to the contrary, 
which a man will be ſe far from find- 
isg in Scripture, that .he- will find 
much there to oblige him to con- 
tinue in*it. . For where ever *Go- 
verament in general is eſtabliſhed, 
and obedience to- Governours en- 
joyned, it ought to. be reckoned as. 
ſpoken of our Government or Go- 
vernours . Ecclefiaſtical and Civit, 
:$, well as. of any. other- in the 
world, 

But weare not only obliged to 
communicate with the Church, be- 
cauſe it is Eſtabliſhed 'among us, 
but becauſe we'ſee it hath'all right 
to-be Eſtabliſhed, as being foagree- 
able to Scripture, the Praftice of 
all * Antiquity, eſpecially. the firſt 
and pureſt, is fo wel). fitted to 

n anſwer 
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anſwer the very end, and deſign of 
a Church, purſaes thoſe ends 
fo fully, as well as that it hath had 
a conſtant immemorial preſcription 
among os. For at the Reforma- 
tion, we did not begin anew to 
frame and: form our Church, but 
kept the eſſentials of a Church 
which we found cRabliſhed, and. 
only corrected thoſe Errors, and 
reformed thoſe Abuſes which had 
by degrees and length of time, or 
eſpecially by the prevalency of the 
Biſhop of Rome and his Agents, 
crept in among us. For as we were 
not Converted at firſt from Rome, 
fo nor did we at firſt receive ſuch a 
Chriſtianity as is now taught and 
practiſed at Rome, but ſuch as is 
now eſtabliſhed in our Church, 
Nay we can ſhew that we were a 
fetled Church before they came 
among us. They indeed brought 
a great many bad things among us, 
which we at laſt threw out ; and in 
our Reformation we departed —_ 

tnem 
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them only in what they had depar- 
red from the True Church of Chriſt, 
and from themſclves in the. firſt 
Ages, as our Canons ſpeak. ; 

So that our Reformation was nei- 
ther a Schiſm, nor doth it counte- 
nance any Schiſmaticks, or excuſe 
any Separation from our ſelves. 
For we can ſhew that all that are 
born in theſe Countreys are more 
under the Eccleſiaſtical Govern» 
ment of theſe Countreys, and more 
bound to Communicate with us, 
than we are under the Biſhop of 
Rome, or bound ro Communicate 
with him: And they can never 
ſhew the like reaſons and grounds 
of thcir (cparating, .or diſſenting 
from us in Doctrine or Diſcipline, 
as we can for our Believiag and 
acting otherwiſe then the Biſhop 
of Rome doth. So that if any People, 
Born and Baptized in any Church 
wnder Heaven, have a duty incum- 
bent on them, and ought. to con» 
tiixze 1a that Church, I am: ſure 
we 


| 


| 
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-we in England have at leaſt ſo moeh 
as-they have, or more. Sothar et 
ther there is no neceſſity. of con- 
tinuing in any Church in which 
men are Born and Baptized, or 
there is a neceſſity for us to con- 
tinue in our Church, 

- Indeed we confeſs. our caſe is on 
many accounts very hard, by rea- 
ſon of the ſeveral Adverfaries that 
-we--have on either hand, but yet 
even this ſeems ſomewhat to ſpeak 
for us, our Church being. in this, 
like Virtue ic ſelf; which conſiſts 
ina mean, between twoextreams; 
or as King Charles the Martyr ex- 
prefſed -ic, like our Bleſſed Savi- 
our. who was Crucifted between 
two Thieves. For: ſuch, and ſo 
different are our Adverſaries, that 
whatever we do, we are ſure to be 
blam?d and accuſed by one fide or 
other. But as Mr. Hooker, Dr. Falk- 
ner and others, have abundantly 
made out the Lawfulneſ/ of all,our 
Inſtitutions, ſo he that conſidess 

what 
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what oppoſition is made againſt us 
en every ſide, and what proviſion 
we mult make againſt objeQtions, 
tho? of different and contrary na- 
tures, will ſee the prudence, and 
even neceſſity of whatever is en- 
-joyned among us. So it is con- 
feſſed that by our retainingthe Epi- 
ſeopal Government in our Church we 
anger ſome; and yet if we had 0- 
mitted or rejetted it, we had more 
injured our ſelves, and our cauſes, 
and more juſtly offended others. 
By our inſiſting ſo ſtritly on 
our Ordinations, we are liable to 
complaints from fome :. and yet if 
we did negle&t and not infiſt on 
them, we ſhould ſubject our ſelves 


to juſter accuſations. Our having 


a Liturgy,diſpleaſeth ſome ;. but if 


. we had not had a Litzrgy,we ſhould 


have anger*d more, and injured Re- 


Iigion. If weenjoyn any thing, if 
i 


it be but a rite or ceremony-in the 
Service of God, ſome blame us; 


and yet if we ſhould enjoyn _— 
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but feave afl at liberty ro do what 
they would, nothing could follow 
bur Confuſion. 

The Ceremony of the Sign 
of the Cref, ſome blame us for 
uſing it ſo much, others blame us 
for uſing it no more : So that all 
men muſt needs ſee that it is impoſ- 
ſible for us to live without offence. 
Our wiſeſt courſe therefore ſurely 
muſt be, next to conſulting what 
is neceſlary for Religion, for us ſo 
to order things asto diſpleaſc leaſt, 
or ſeeing we cannot pleaſe all, yet 
to pleaſe ſome; Ry thoſe 
who ſeem to have more of reaſon 
on their ſide. And this is the rule 
which I think we have cxaly fol- 
lowed. For there is nothing in 
our Conſtitution, againſt which ex- 
ceptions are taken by any, but 
what we haye,out of Chriſtian Cha- 
rity and Condeſcenſion, retained or 
enjoyn'd, as faras we can, and as 
Chriſtianity allows to ſatisfie and 


pleaſe ſome others of our ſcrupu- 
lous 
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-Jous Brethren, - And I know no one 


thing tho? the moſt plauſibly argu- 
ed againſt by ſome, bur would have 
been liable to greater objections 
if we had not ordered it ſo. And 
therefore, I verily believe there is 
no man that conſiders our caſe, puts 
himſelf in our place, and weigheth 
tmpartially Truth ' according to 
Scripture and Antiquity, and that 
would wichal take care to provide 
againſt, and to avoid all the ob- 
jetions that this or that party of 
men makes againſt us, but will ſee 
2 plain neceſlity for our enjoyning 
and aCting in every caſe as we do. 

I am not therefore ſtartled to ſee 
ſome on all ſides to oppoſe us, for 
I am ſenſible that if we ated other- 
wile than we do, we ſhould render 
our ſelves liable to greater oppo- 
ſition and contradiction on one 
band or other. So for inſtance, if 
we uſed and inſiſted on more Ce- 
remonies, - our - other Diſſenters 
would think they had more juſt 
Parte, reaſon 
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reaſon to complain: if we uſed not 
ſo many, the Church of Rome would 
have greater advantage againſt us. 
Beſides I conſider, that'nothing can 
be enjoyn*d, much leſs can a whole 
frame of things be laid, bur that 
ſome people may take offence at it, 
and objections may be raiſed a- 
gainſt ir. Therefore the Rule 
that we go by in our Church is this, 
Firſt, we take care that nothing 
neceſſary be omitted, nor any thing 
untrue be taught, or unlawful be 
enjoyned, bur that the whole frame 
of things may be ſo contrived, as 
ſhall conduce moſt to the advance- 
ment of True Devotion, and the 
rational and decent Service of God, 
Governing our ſelves all along by 
the Scripture, expounded eſpecially 
by ancient practice; for we would 
not have it ſaid that we are ſuch a 
number of men as never were in 
the world before, but that we are 
ſuch, and ſo Conſtituted, as we are 
confident the Primitive Martyrs and 
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holy men of old, would have joyn- 
ed in Communion with, we living 
by ſuch kind of rules as they them- 
ſelves practiſed. And then in the 
next place we conſult what will dif- 
pleaſe others leaſt,or be leaſt liable 
to miſtakes and objeRions, for we 
comply with either ſide as far as 
we can without forfeiting truth, 
or laying our ſelves open to a juſt 
reproof and accuſation. And ac- 
cordingly it is obſervable that ſome 
things we have abrogated, that 
were formerly praQiſed by us, o- 
thers we havechanged and altered, 
and ſome thing- we have recalled 
and revived, which was formerly 
omitted, and all this as we deſigned 
to gain the more, and do the more 
good ; tho? ſo uncharitable have 
our Adverſaries been, as even to 
charge this on us as a fault, and put 
a bad interpretation on this our ſo 
Chriſtian Condeſcenſion. 

On feveral other ſuch accounts 
do we juſtly think our Church very 
hardly 
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hardly uſed. Ir is generally very 
affeRing to complaiu; and le 
naturally pity them that ſuffer, 
whatever the occaſion is, eſpecially 
it is popular to complain of what 
is eſtabliſhed ; it goes with many 
for a ſign of Courage and of Con- 
ſcience, for a man to find fault 
with the Publick. Now the Church 
of England being by Law Eſtabli- 
ſhed, it can never want enemies 
for that very reaſon. If _it be the 


' Eſtabliſhed Religion, ir muſt have 


Laws for its fence and ſecurity. 
Theſe Laws muſt have ſome kind 
of Penalties to inforce them, or 


elſe they ſignifie nothing. If theſe 


penalties are inflicted, it affords 
matter of complaint and clamour ; 
if they are not ioflicted, yet they 
ſerve as well for men to complain 
of the ſeverity of the Laws againſt 
them, and ſo they are great gainers 
by theſe Laws. For it is popular 
to plead Perſecution, as well as ad- 
vantageous not to ſuffer by it. 
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Nay,. our. Adverſaries gain Repu- 
ration 4gainſt us ſometimes by their 
ſuffering, though the moſt juſtly. 
For if they. ſuffer for Sedition, or 
Treaſon againſt the State, They 
will give out, that they ſuffer for 
ther own Religion, and by our 
Religion; and this is ofgen ſuffi- 
cient to create pity towards them- 
ſelves, and iacenſe men againſt the 
Church. 

I mention all this, that Men may 
ſee the common grounds of clampur 
2gainſt'the Church, and may not 
be ſurpriſed at it, nor tranſported 
2gainft che Church, by reaſon of ir. 
For you ſee, whilſt 'it is the eſtabli- 
ſhed Religion (which | hope in God 
it will for ever be) it will and muſt 
be expoſed to ſuch kind of difficul- 
ties and objeQions',”: which every 
man -muft lcarn to conſider, and 
endeavour to prepare and fortifie 
himſelf and others againſt. For 
indeed 1t hath no other objections 
lyiog againſt it, than will lie againft 
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the beſt frame of things in the 
World, if eſtabliſhed and made 
the National Religion, Of the 
beſt thing in the World, men may 
ſay, it doth not pleaſe them, they do 
not like 3t;, but that ought not to 
go for an objection, unleſs the 
ſhow their reaſons of diſlike ; an 
I think that all the reaſons of diſ- . 
like which have been urged hither- 
to, our Clergy have ſo fully an- 
ſwered, as to be ſufficient to take 
away all ſcruples out of the mind 
af rational and unprejudiced Men. 
Some other Objections haye long 
lain on us, eſpecially that of our 
inclinableneſs to Popery, and tht 
we wanted only an opportunity to 
ſhew our ſelves, and to bring ir in. 
A few years ago it was both in.Ser- 
mons and printed Pamphlets daily 
thus propheſied concerning us ; but 
I hope that all Men now ſee how 
little truth there is in this, and 
that. the Clergy of England are no 
friends to Popery. And yet if we 
9a I conſul 
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conſult the beginnings of Separa- 
tion among us, we ſhall find, that 


+ the fear of our Clergies deſigning 


to bring in Popery, was the Prin- 
Cipal occaſion and motive to Sepa- 
ration from us. And indeed whilſt 
thoſe, fears laſted, there was ſome 


; little | —— for what they did, if 


their fears were real, (though ſtill 
they ought to have examined our 
Principles, and not to have judged 


ſo ſeverely of us by way of Pro- . 


phecy) But now I muſt needs ſay, 


I thiok they are bound in Conſci- | 
. ence to return to us, the very Foun- 


dation of their diſſenting and ſe- 
paration being taken away, or elſe 
they ſeem unexcuſable before God. 
For ſurely no conviction can be 
greater than this, which hath now 
been given of the Church of Eng- 
land's being no favourer of Popery. 
And I hope in God, that ſeeing the 
main ObjeQion is removed, they 
will have more of the. peaceable 
Chriſtian in them, than to ſtudy 


for | 
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for new Arguments to juſtifie theic 
Separation. 

And on: occaſion of this ObjeCti- 
on, that lay ſo long againſt us, I 
muſt for God's ſake beg of all men 
to take heed, eſpecially of this kind 
of Prophetical Objections, that we 
will bs, or we would be ſo or ſo, of 
this or that Party, if we had an 
opportunity ;z for this is an Obje- 
tion that is eaſily made, and yer 
is ſcarcely poſſible to be anſwered, 
and therefore is og all accounts the 
moſt unchriftian and worſt kind of 
flanders. Indeed in reference to 
Popery, it hath pleaſed God in his 
wiſdom and goodneſs to give us a 
full occaſion and opportunity to 
ſhew ahd clear our ſelves, and to 
evidence the falſeneſs of that accu- 
ſation. But now if we ſhould be 
accuſed of being ſecretly Jews, So- 
cinians, Mabometans, or the like, 
what poſſibility is there of our ſuf- 
ficiently clearing our ſelves, .unleſs 
they would thar _—-” ſhould: bring 

2 us 
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us into the ſame kind of Tryals as 
to thoſe Religions, But 1 ſee not 
what occaſion there is for men to 
be put to Propheyie concerning us. 
The Dodtrine of the Church of 
England, 1s as legible, 2nd as eaſt- 
ly underſtood as that of any other 
Church in the World, Every man 
ices what opinions the Clergy 
arc of, for they ſubſcribe and .affent 
to the Book of Articles, and Ho- 
plies, and to the Book of Common- 
Prayer ;, many have alſo ſome rc- 
ard tothe Articks of Anno 1640, 
hey take the Oaths of Allegiance 
and Swpremacy, and the Tep, Te- 
nouncing ZTranſubſt entiation, and 
other bad doCtrines and practices 
of Popery, and give all the Securi- 
ty that one man can give ancther, 
of their reality 2nd ſincerity as ta 
what they profeſs. And now for 
men to ſ2y, notwithſtanding all 
this, that they are ſecretly, and 
in their hearts otherwiſe affected, 
and to Propheſie that they will, 
. when 
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when they have an opportunity,. 


a introduce ſome bad Dottrines or 
ot Prattices... contrary to what they. 
'O ra 3 : y , y 
_ . now Profeſs, is moſt highly con- 


of trary to Chriſtian Charity, is an U- 
F ſurping the place and prerogative 
. of God, in judging of Mens 
thoughts; nay more, It is a con- 
demning men beforehand, for what 
they will. do, or- at leaſt for what 


m | others think they will afterwards: 
4 which ſurely is the moſt ſevere and 
x unjuſt way of* proceeding: in the 
® World. 

" Let us then be conſtant and per- 
_ ſevering in the Profeſſion of Reli- 
4 | gion, and the Doctrines taught in 
p This Church, and in the exerciſe 


of Devotions uſed and encouraged 
+ init. This is the way, by the 
/ Hleſſing and aſſiſtance of God, to 
keep our ſelves from falling into 
any evil Opinion and Pradtice ; 
whilſt we continue in it we are ſure 
| we are in God*s way, and ſo ma 

hope-for his bleſſing- On 2-ſtrick 
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ſurvey of the State of Religion in 
the World, I am fure I can find 
no particular Chnrch, or number 
of Chriſtians, but may have more 
{aid againlt i, than can be ſaid a- 
gainſt the Church of England. 
We give to the Word of God its 
fſupream and Infallible Authori- 
ty and Preeminence, and we give 
alſo to the Commands, and to 
the Inſtitutions, and Practices 
of good and holy Men their 
weight, and reſpect, and deference 
alſo. In the Worſhip and Ser- 
vice of God, we keep the mean 
between Superſtition or diſtract- 
ing gaudinefſs, and too great in- 
decency and ſlovenlineſs; between 
burdenſomneſs and multitude of 
Ceremonies, and a want of be- 
coming carriage and reverence 
before God. All things that are 
neceſſary or uſeful, we find here 
enjoyned, taught and practiſed, 
and this without the mixture of 
2ny thing that is dangerous and 
|. burtful. 
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hurtful. We are confident and 
- fare of our own being: in the 
righr, but yet dare not condemn 
ablolutely all that differ-from us, 
as Reprobates ; which though it 
is no excuſe or ſecurity for them 
that are in a bad way, yet is a 
figa of our Charitable Chriſtian 
temper. We received our Relj- 
pion at firſt, as pure as any other 
Church, at length we found we 
had varied from the Truth, and 
then we reformed our ſelves, as 
to Authority, as regularly as could - 
be ; nothing being done among 
vs by multicude or with tumulr, 
but by the Supream Authority of 
our Governours in Church and 
State, the King, Parliament and 
Convocation. And the rale and 
method by which we went and 
guided our ſelves in our Refor- 
mation, was as good as was pol- 
fible, Scripture the Word of God 
exactly and nicely examined, and 
efpecially as it is 4 m— 
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the Primitive Church : and: no- 
thing was done z. or left undone, 
but what was agreeable to both; 
And we (till deſire to be tried and 
judged by the Scripture, fo Inter- 
preted by the Ancients. For if 
we in any thing now differ from 
the Ancients, it is only in ſuch 
ſmall things as they did differ in 
from one another, without breach 
of unity, or in ſuch things as it is 
in the power of every National 
Church to appoint or alter, in re- 

- ference to its own particular caſes, 
and cir- umſtances. And ſo very 
well aſſured am I of this, that all 
] would defire of the Enemies of 
our Church, is, that they would 
read the Ancient Fathers, or firſt 
Chriſtian Writers, eſpecially in 
the firſt Ages of Perſecution, and 
then deſire them to judge accor- 
ding to the Rules by which the an- 
cient Church proceeded, whether 
they do nor in their Conſcience 
thipk,. that. thoſe. good and Holy 

Mens, 
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Men, if chey had lived now, would 
have maintained Communion with 
us, and xejeted Communion with 
them, and I dare be bound to ſtand 
to their own Verdict and Judg- 
ment. And as this is a matter of 
great comfort and ſatisfation to us, 
jo methinks to others, it muſt be 
but a melancholy refletion for 
them to find themſelves ſuch a kind 
of Chriſtians as never were, nor 
would have been bora with in the 
World before. And-as we were 
thus by good Authority, and by a 


good Rule modelPd ar firſt, fo I 


_ GodI1 think 1 can truly ſay, 
t we have in a good meaſure 
carried our ſclves anſwerably to 
our excellent Religion. . Perhaps 
Hiſtory cannot give us an inſtance 
of ſo many Men aCting fo honeſt- * 
ly, prudently and uniformly, a» 
gainſt all Enemies on every fide, 
and in the moſt .difficult Cafes, 
as the Members of our Church 
have done in this late conjuntt _ 

| they 
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they have had no conſideration of 
their own Intereſt or ſafety in 
compariſon of their duty, When 
our Clergy oppoſe. Rome, we are 
ſure they do 1t purely for Conſci- 
ence, for jt would be vaſtly more 
for their Temporal Intereſt, Po- 
wer and Authority, to bring in 
Popery. Whatever diſcourage- 
ments they have found, they ſtill 
Preach up, and perſwade Loyalty 
to the King; and by the Dodtine 
of Paſſive Obedience to Tempo- 
ral Authority, keep People from 
Rebelion, notwithſtanding they 
have ſo often been jeered and a- 
buſed with it : but yet out of 
modeſty, ſeldom inſiſt on the: 0- 
bedience that is due to the Church 
and Eccleſiaſtical Authority, tho? 
there is as much obedience due to 
her, as even to the Church of 
Rome from her Members. And 
we may be ſure that God will 
vindicate, and require it as much, 
as if it were more imperiouſly in- 
ſiſted 
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ſiſted on. For Duty is not the 
leſs, but the more due, the grea- 
ter the mildneſs, the forbearance, 
and the kindneſs is of them, to 
whom it ought to be pay'd. As 
Saint Paul deſerved never the leſs 
reſpe&t and obſervance, though 
he did not uſe his Authority , 
nor take ſo much on him, as he 
might have done, as an Apoſtle 
of Chriſt; ſo a truly Chriſtian 
and Apoſltolical Carriage, and Con- 
CuCt in 3ll theſe reſpefts, cannot 
go without a moſt ſignal bleſ- 
ſing. 

And how poſſible ſoever it is 
for Salvation to be had in other 
ways, yet we are munch ſurer and 
ſafer here, than we can be in de- 
parting from it. This is the way 
that God expects we ſhould walk 
in, he having not only in his abun- 
dant Mercy placed us here, but alſo 
by all kind of Arguments recom- 
mended it to our Reaſon and Judg- 
ment. How unpardonable m_ 
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fore mult it be to leave this Church, 
how unjuſt to betray. ir,/and not to 
majntaia it, by all the lawful means 
that we are able, how accountable 
to God and Man-ſhall he be, that * 
occaſions, contrives,or yields to the 
' xvine of it! ; 
_ But by perſeyering conſtantly in 
the Doctrines taught, .and the De- 
votions practiſed in this Church, 
we ſhall pleaſe God, adorn our Re+ 
Jligion,eſtabliſh the Church, and get 
reat and laſting Bleſſvg to our 
ſels ves, which God of bu infinite 
mercy grant, for the ſake of Jeſus 
Chriſt. our Lord. + 
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